

































THE MYSTERY WALK # 4 

LIGHT DAWNS 


Vampirella gets closer to discovering 
her origins, as battle lines are 
drawn between Vampirella and 
her evil siblings. 


Cover(s) by Chris Berkeley, 
Buzz 

Full Color, 32 pgs 


1 From the pages of VENGEANCE OF 
f VAMPIRELLA and HYDE-25 #0, Bishop 
is back to battle the mutagenic mayhem 
of the monster-creating drug HYDE-25! 
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Cover by Flint Henry 
Full Color, 32 pgs 
$2.95 US; $3.95 CANADA 

















Visit John Swire's humble cbode 


MAN OF TODAY 

Roger Stern spills the beans on just what the berk he's been doing since 
leaving Superman, and why he's writing the Man of Steel's newest title. 


leaving Superman, and why he s writi 
By Jack Curtin 

CASTING CALL 5 




BYTE ME, FANBOY 

Now you can converse with fellow comic book geeks around the world, 
thanks to that nutty computer industry. By the busy Jack Curtin 
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DROPPING NAMES 

Finolly, a Simon Bisley cover! After four years of trying, we got one. I also believe that Simon 
could ploy the movie role os well as Sly Stallone could, only Simon wouldn't be acting. (And I'd 
be remiss if I forgot Tom Grummett, who did our newsstand Superman cover. It would be a 
disservice to Tom if I had to actually say it looked cool.) 

And speaking of Sly, we're going to be giving owoy lots of Stallone autographs, so make sure 
you enter thot contest, courtesy of Collector's Edge. 

And while we're talking celebrities (tell me I'm not stretching ibis tangent), we've been getting 
some great feedback on the Casting Coll articles we've been running for the post few months. 
Even Cindy Crawford (cost os Mory June Porker in the Spidey movie done in Wizard#4 2) 
signed a copy for me. She wrote, "To Gareb, with Love, Cindy Crawford." I really think she 
meant it. (And hey—moke sure you write in and tell us which movies you would like to see us 
cast. I've already received quite a few from actual Hollywood producers.) 

Also in this issue, you'll get a chance to see oil of the variant Gen” (regular) #1 covers. 

Some of them are really neato. We've also included a very cool StormWatch mini-comic, 
let us know what you think. 

Storting next month, we've also got some really cool offers coming up, so moke sure you're 
ready. Look for the cover with Calwoman, Wonder Woman and Supergirl done by Jim Balent, 
who left some jaws dropping with Bfcord#33's Cotwomon cover and #34's X-Women cover. 

I tend to think you'll like it. 


And all of these cool things lead up to our gala anniversary issue #50, whi 
to...the next level. (Scary, huh?) It'll have to be seen to be believed. 



Gareb S. Shi 
The Big Cheese 
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np-Out Us, for forgiving Major League Baseball 
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Hey, I'm Naked! 

For a few months now, we've been asking for letters telling us what you think of our feature articles 
and what you’d like to see in future features. They've been rolling in at a pretty good clip—heck, we’re 
even running a letter this month about our asking for those letters. Thanks to all who have partici¬ 
pated so far. Keep it up. And while you’re keeping it up, let us know about this: 

-»Issue t43’s “TM & ©," an article dealing with how you can trademark and copyright your comic 
creations, has been one of our most popular features in recent months. “Hot Off the Griddle," a 
humor article dealing with the eternal question of whether comics really sell like hotcakes or not, 
was one of the least popular. Thing is, we (the Wizard staff) thought “TM & ©” was kind of dry read¬ 
ing and we weren't sure if it would go over well with our readers. We thought “Hot off the Griddle" 
was an absolute hoot and that everyone wouid love it. The response tells us differently. So we pose 
some simple questions: Do you want humorous features? Or just straightforward ones? Or a mix¬ 
ture of the two? Let us know. 

-»Every month, we receive anywhere from 50 to 100 letters dealing with breakfast cereal char¬ 
acters. i have no idea why. 

We lead off this month with a big letter from a big comic writer... 


A cry of bewilderment rises from 
Turok's Lost Valley. A laugh of incredulity 
radiates from Doctor Solar's Atom Val¬ 
ley. Why these responses? Because they 
are amazed at what they find in Valiant's 
reprint volumes The Original Doctor Solar 
and The Original Turok, Son of Stone. 

Who am I? I am the man who wrote 
these stories that Valiant is reprinting. 
With that proprietary involvement, let me 

No doubt out of its respect for comics, 
Valiant has an archivist. An archivist keeps 
documents and records, and is an author¬ 
itative source of reference...but maybe not 
in Valiant's Universe. Inside the back cover 
of Original Turok #1, there is an "After- 

He starts his tribute to Turok's artist by 
misspelling his name, renaming him 
Alberto Gioletti, when it should be Giolitti. 

cisely how Overstreet spells it. Any pro¬ 
fessional archivist would check at least 
two sources. Both Jerry Bails's Who's Who 
of American Comics and Turok issues from 
#98 on give him the correct spelling. 


over 25 years, I wrote 95 percent of all 
the Turok stories. Apparently I had mis- 
placed my hero, as I had staged his 
adventures in Lost Valley 

Next, the archivist humbly confesses 
that, 'Turok's creation is a mystery." Mys¬ 
tery? Why hadn't he looked on his no¬ 
doubt crowded reference shelf? There, he 
would have found a copy of last year's 
Wizard Special Edition, The Beginning 
of the Valiant Era. On page 9, the archivist 
would have read, "Newman was then to 
help shape a character who has become 
a pillar of the Valiant Universe...Turok first 
appeared in 1954, created by Western 

tifully illustrated by Al Giolitti." There it is! 

editor Matthew H. Murphy, and the accu¬ 
rate spelling of Giolitti. 

Let me state that I hold the archivist 
blameless for bringing us "a newly revi- 

What he means is Valiant's Ted Turner- 
ization of the original art. In the May issue 
of Original Turok, I thought I noticed black 
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not offend my attempts to provide a safe- 



Ooolt. Time to play the devil’s advocate role here. 
I live for this stuff. 

We In the comic-loving community are very 
quick to cut down the Comics Code and to jump 
all over anything that even smacks of comic cen¬ 
sorship. But here's a reasonable argument from 
a reasonable man—who is a comic Ian, no 
less—that gives us a good reason for the exis¬ 
tence of the Code. He's not one of those lire- 
and-brimstone witch-hunting censors. He’s one 
of us. And he wants to see the Code stamp (or 
lack thereof) on covers. Maybe we’re a little 


Code is actually helpful to comics fans and 
responsible parents. 

Any opinions out there? You're all welcome 
to reply, Frank Miller especially so. 




guy and a French version of The Falcon. 
Anyway, my question is: What ever hap¬ 
pened to these characters? Does Mar- 

themback? y 9 9 

And while we’re at it, riddle me this: 
According to Norse mythology, Thor, God 
of Thunder, was a redhead with a beard. 
But the hero Marvel introduced has blond 

Sgt. IVIark Partridge 
Proudly serving in the 
United States Air Force 

Believe it or not, the new and international Con¬ 
test of Champions characters were originally 


slated to appear in a Marvel Comics 1980 
Olympics Special. But when the U.S. boycotted the 
'80 Games (Remember? They were held in 
Moscow that year and the Soviets were busy 
beating the hell out of Afghanistan), Marvel 
decided that an Olympic comic wouldn't go over 
too well. The new characters were incorporated 
into Contest ot Champions. Some of the charac¬ 
ters have made guest appearances here and 
there, but they've all been such horribly-written, 
racial stereotypes that they’ll probably never 
appear anywhere regularly. (Last I'd checked, 
the French Falcon, Le Peregrine, was a Captain 
America villain in Batroc's Brigade, which is not 


something I'd be proud of. But, then again, I 
wouldn't be proud of being French, either.) 

As to your Thor question, my best guess is 
that Marvel just used a typical Scandinavian type 
for Thor—blond-haired and blue-eyed. They have 
added a more “traditional” Thor recently in the 
person of Red Norvill, who is the current Thun¬ 
der God hanging loose in Asgard. 
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JUSTICE IS ETERNAL IT'S JUST THE WEAPONS THAT CHANGE. 


)> |T( (Ti v 


ETERNAL WARRIOR. IN JUNE. 



41 & 42: THE ETERNAL WARRIOR JOINS THE FIGHT IN EASTERN EUROPE. 

BY WIZARD® TOP 10 CREATOR JOHN OSTRANDER. 


2) Maul can change his size at will. So 
could Maul drink twice as much vodka if 
he were 20 feet tall, as opposed to just 10 
feet tall? 

3) Who could down more vodka— 
Gareb Shamus or Wolverine? 

4) OK, this one isn't a question; it's a 
suggestion. You guys should have another 


"When Titans 



vodka. That \ 


Tussle" slugfest thing, but 
/ing characters fight, you 

aybe you could pit a few 





Dear Wizard, 

I picked up a copy of Prophet the other 
day. I brought it home. My wife found it 
laying on the coffee table. She thumbed 
through it and asked me some questions 
I couldn't answer. Maybe you can help. 

from the same gun is "budda, budda" the 
first time it fires, and then "buddda bud- 



G.L. Curry 
Stockton, CA 

Hmmm. Those are all good questions, but you’re 
going to have to wait for some answers. We’re 
thinking about a feature examining comic book 
sound effects sometime down the line. 






Steve Seagle 


Ryan Benjamin • Tom McWeeney 



High Caliber 
Monthly 
Action! 


from Image Comics 
and 

WildStorm 
Productions. 
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WIZARD NEWS 


ALAN MOORE Takes 
WILDC.A.T.S Home 


on WildC.A.T.s, Alan Moore ( Violator, Watchmen, 
From Hell) is taking over the writing helm of the book 
with issue #21. 

“Brondon Choi plotted the first issue [#21 ] a long 
time ago in conjunction with StormWatch #25 and antic¬ 
ipation of the 'WildStorm Rising' crossover,” Wild- 
Storm publicity director Jeff Mariotte explained. “Alan's 
adding in his own touches along the 


that, he's taking the story in his own 
direction os the WildC.A.T.s go to their 
home planet of Khera. There, they 
find out that in the centuries since 
they left, it's not the paradise they 
remember. Either it's changed, or it 
never was a paradise in the first place. 

"A lot of people were afraid that Spartan leading 
StormWatch meant we were killing off the WildC-A.T.s, 
which would be crazy. Of course we weren't going to 
cancel our flagship book and kill off all the characters. 
This story explains why the Wild(.A.T.s weren't on Earth, 
and what happened to them while they were gone.” 

Moore's storyline evolves directly out of the events 
of "WildStorm Rising," WildStorm's May crossover that 
affected all of the WildStorm titles. 

"The events in 'WildStorm Rising' are crucial to get 
the WildCU.s into this story," said Mariotte. "You don't 
have to read [the crossover] to enjoy what happens 


next, but it provides a lot of the impetus for the story." 

While Moore is only committed to writing four 
issues, Mariotte added that they hope he will choose 
to stay on the book. "It's exciting watching his plots 
come in," Mariotte said. “Not only does he write full 
script, but he adds thumbnail drawings of each page. 
It's very detailed plotting." 

—Greg McElhatton 


TRUMAN: Howling 
at the Moon 


3 


Fans of Tim Truman may wonder what he's 
doing now that Jonah Hex: Riders of the Worm and 
Such has wrapped. How does "biker poetry" and 
the saga of a vampire bounty hunter sound? Tru¬ 
man began work in March on Dog Moon, a 
fully painted 64-page adaptation of a long horror 
poem by Grateful Dead lyricist Robert Hunter 

Lamb, a scienceTiction/horror/high adventure 
hybrid tale, for an as-yet-unnamed publisher. 
("We're still in negotiation," Tim explained.) 

According to Truman, Dog Moon is "a truly 
scary tale of denial and redemption, as narrated 
in the journals of a man whose job is to travel a 
nameless, forbidden nighttime road, collecting 
hitchhiking corpses." The book should be released 


by Vertigo in the first half of 1996. 

Black Lamb will be Truman's return to writer- 
artist status and creator-owned material (although 
he will continue to write Turok for Acclaim). In 
a unique twist on the typical vampire theme, the 

about racism and prejudice, told from the point 
of view of the monster," he said. Truman, inspired 

of The Spirit, plans to use Black Lamb in a piv¬ 
otal role, but also concentrate on the more periph- 



said, laughing. 


—Paul J. Grant 



Mole shaped like the Virgin Mary 
found on comic fan's nose. Millions 
pilgrimage to pick at it. "Hey, wait, 
that's not a mole!" exclaimed startled 
fanatic moments before losing arm. 
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IRON MAN Pivotal in 
Marvel Revamping 


Confronted ^ 


y Stark the 

Marvel Heroes branchof their universt 
Iron Man editor Nel Yomtov was surpri: 
ingly forthright. "All I can say is, that 
not fully accurate," he responded. "Thei 
are certain elements in our story whic 
are similar to what happened in Gree 
Lantern [where Green Lantern 1 
and became a villain], but our 
very different and our resolui 


nth the persistent Starl 
el is going to give to unfo 
'Hal Jordan/Green Captah 
Jr's shake-up of the and Au 


1 which might be the ultimate villain, he 
@ has to kick that plan into high gear 
g immediately. The result is going to be a 
1 remaking of the Tony Stark character in 
| an exciting new way." 



i erica, War Machine and Thor ) this July 
"There will be new relationships formed 
among the Avengers, we will learn 
some shocking things about Force 

something very different. All those 
events are related to what begins to 
happen in Iron Man #320 [shipping in 
August]," Y 


Terry Kav 


iagh (/ 


t, the Spider-Man books) comes 
on board as scripter with issue #319, 
succeeding long-time Iron Man scribe 
Len Kaminski. 

•rgan finishes his run 


with tl 


story, a 


Kavanagh is joined by a not-yet revealed 
new artist from Avengers artist Mike 
Deodato's Brazilian studio for the Big 


CLAREMONT’S 

Sovereign Seven in DC Universe 
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DEODATO and ELLIS 
Shake Up THOR 


Mike Deodato, one of the hottest 
artists in the business since his attention- 
getting run on Wonder Woman, has assured 
editor Ralph Macchio that he's upping the 
ante when he takes over penciling and ink¬ 
ing The Mighty Wior with issue #491 in 
August. "Mike told me that this will be his 
'little masterpiece' when he accepted the 
assignment," Macchio revealed. 

Deodato will also continue penciling 
Avengers and, with help from his studio, 
pencil and ink the 48-page one-shot 
Avengers: The Crossing (written by Bob 
Harras and Terry Kavanagh! which will 
kick off the revamping of the Marvel Heroes 
line, Macchio said. "The first time I saw 
Mike's work, I wanted to make sure he 
| came to Marvel and stayed here, so we give 



A sketch of a possible new Thor design by Deodato 


Thor #491 starts a four-is 


scripted by Warren Ellis ( Druid) which will, Mac- 
le sequence chio said, "be a restatement of the character and 


also mark his step forward into the '90s. We 
wanted to play around with Thor and his 
world a bit, and Warren is the perfect writer 
to do that. When he's finished, we'll have 
an exciting new status quo. Among other 
things, Thor will be moving into Avengers 
Mansion, but he will be a little bit different 
than he was before and he may be shunned 
somewhat by some members. He will find, 
though, that he has more in common with 
Hercules than he did before, and they will 
form a real bond." 

Roy Thomas will finish his run on The 
Mighty Dior with #489. Issue #490 will be a 
transitional issue, written by Tom DeFalco, 
which shows the ramifications of events in 
the final issue of Thunderstrike and sets up 
the Ellis storyline. Ho writer has yet been 
selected to succeed Ellis, if any. 

—Jack Curtin 


PEREZ and GRANT Meet the 

do Asimov’s I-Bots Wizard 

Schmoes! 



ird Chaykin. Look for l-Bots 

—Andrew Kardon Say howdy. 


Hey, alia you fanboys! 
The jolly Wizard crew 
will be appearing at the 
Chicago Comic Con 
during the weekend of 
June 30 - July 2, Dragon 
Con in Atlanta during 
j the weekend of July 13- 
I! 16, and the San Diego 
Comic Con the week¬ 
end of July 24-30. If you 
plan on going to any of 
these shows, stop by and 
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NEWS 


HULK, PRIME to 

Meet in Limited Comic 

























































ANDROMEDA 
STRAINED: Canadian 

Distributor Closes 

Andromeda Distributing, Canada's largest comic merchant 
wholesaler, closed its doors in April, potentially negating the 
shipment of comics to many parts of Canada. 

"It's my understanding that more than half the comic stores 
in Canada got their comics from Andromeda,” posted Sandy 
McMurray, a former Andromeda employee, on CompuServe. 

"Although we had no warning that Andromeda was in trou¬ 
ble," said Wizard Press Direct Sales Manager Marty Stever, "it 
wasn’t a complete surprise. The Canadian-U.S. exchange rate 
has been horrible for well over a year. Comics readers, retailers 
and distributors have all felt the squeeze." 

"Most Canadian stores have been struggling for some time," 
McMurray's post agreed, "thanks to the weak Canadian dollar and 
the high taxes we pay on comics. The new DC cover price, for . 
example, means that the Superman books cost $2.75 plus a whop¬ 
ping 15 percent in federal and provincial taxes. Would you con¬ 
tinue to read the four Superman titles for $12.65 a month?" 

Not only does Andromeda's closing leave its Canadian retail¬ 
ers in the lurch, suppliers are left with unpaid bills and unde¬ 
liverable products. 

"We really feel for the comics readers and retailers who have 
been left high and dry by Andromeda's sudden disappearance," 

make life difficult for Canadian comics retailers, and it will con¬ 
tinue to be very expensive to be a comic book fan in Canada." 


















































Going Ape with 
SPACE BANANAS 

Need a break from the angst-ridden comics of today? 
You'll find one in Karl Art Publishing's new venture Space 
Bananas, the cosmically cartooned ape-ventures of a 


asic influence behind Sf. 
was having grown up 
ns of the 1960s: Hanna 




Would you trust these guys to sore your universe? 


Caiman Reading; 
Adds Cash to Legal 
Defense Fund Coffers 

The Comic Book Legal Defense Fund's check 
book is o little fatter thanks to comic book writer Neil 
Gaiman. The fund raised more than S3500 by spon¬ 
soring o stop on Gaiman's "Guardian Angel* tour. 

About 400 people paid between $10 and $25 to 
hear Gaiman read from his recently released book, Angels 
and Visitations The event was held in the historic Amdemy 
of Music in downtown Northampton, MA, the home of 
the CBLDF, a non-profit organization set-up to protect 
the creative rights of everyone in the comic industry. 

The readings ranged from a short essay Gaiman 
wrote as a Christmas cord to a children's book he has 
written, which should he published as soon as longtime 
collaborator Dave McKean finishes illustrating it. 

including Kitchen Sink president Denis Kitchen and 
artist Michael Zulli. A number of donated signed prints 
were also far sale from artists such as Zulli, Dave Sim 
ond Stephen Bissette. 

Image Comics also donated several boxes of 
'Image Bars' which were available for snacking. All pro¬ 
ceeds went to the Fund. 

CBLDF executive director Susan Alston called the 
event a 'total success' and said there will likely be sim¬ 
ilar events set up in other cities. 











































lote is followed by a quote from the acerbic wit of Stan hir 
The Best of the World's Worst is now availablt 
tores everywhere from General Publishing for 3 


















































DC Goes DIAMOND 


• Diamond—whtch will remain an 
owned and operated company—will 
tribution functions for DC products 
specialty retailers. This Includes: 



ident and Publisher Paul Levitz and Diamond 
President and CEO Stephen A. Geppi said in a 
joint statement. “Now, 


our customers and help¬ 
ing them do more for 
their customers.” 

The two added 


STEWART, CALABRESE Move Up at MARVEL 


Group, the publisher's parent company. 
Jerry Calabrese, formerly Marvel's 


he company's publishing and < 
narketing units, according to ' 
elations Pam Rutt. 

Stewart will be resuming so 


as Mar- responsibilities he gave up in 1994, Rutt 
reunites said, and will also be working on devel- 
Dnsumer opment and supervision of new business 
P public ventures, among them character-based theme 


—Patrick Daniel O'Neill 
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Faster than a speeding bullet, they’re 
blasting onto the big screen. Able to 
leap box office records in a single 
bound, they’re blowing away the com¬ 
petition. They’re fighting for truth, 
justice and a couple of sequels. 

Comics are off the drawing board 
and into movie theaters, and they’re 
getting a hero’s welcome from Hol¬ 
lywood. As Robin might say: “Holy 
film trend!” No longer are comic 
book heroes just on the paneled page 
or in the shadows. 


Comics are coming soon to a the- 



in the Superman series and the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles are being considered. 

Why the sudden interest in comics? Actu¬ 
ally, this wouldn't stump Batman. "In Holly- 

Dave Davis, a film analyst for Paul Kagen and 
Associates, an L.A.-based media research film. 
"When there is success in one genre, the nat- 

bandwagon and try to repeat that success." 
Syndicated entertainment reporter Stephen 

ular because we know who the heroes are 



wagon is full. Think of it. Built-in nostalgia. A 



comics are 
jumping from 
the comic book 
page to the 
silver screen, 
and audiences 
couldn’t be 
happier 

By Cindy Pearlman 
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Dn Reel and In the Works 

UP TO 15 FILMS BASED ON COMICS ARE CURRENTLY IN 
PRODUCTION OR HEADED TO MOVIE THEATERS. THEY INCLUDE: 


the ninth highest grossing film of all time; its 
sequel Batman Returns hauled in $162 million, 
making it the 32nd highest grosser of all time; 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles is 51 st with 
$135 million. Right behind the Turtles , Super¬ 
man: The Movie is 52nd with $134 million; 
The Mask is 71st with $119 million. Speak- 

already been offered a staggering 10 million 



Says Carrey, "I read the comic years ago. 
You're reading these works of art and you're 
thinking, 'Gee, wouldn't it be cool if they 
turned this stuff into a movie?' And now they 
have, which I think is pretty darn exciting." 

Captain America and Superman. In the '40s 

kiddy matinees, where Flash Gordon Con¬ 
quers the Universe (1940), The Adventures 
of Captain Marvel (1941), Captain America 
(1943), Batman (1943) and Superman (1948) 
shorts and long films kept kids entertained on 
otherwise dreary Saturdays. 

These films were usually made on the 
cheap side. The special effects were laugh¬ 
able. The stars were definitely B-list. "Comic 

"They were dismissable." ’ ^ 

And now? Comics aren't just for kids any- 

characters which are aimed at baby boomers 
for a built-in nostalgia feeling. "There is this 

ence," says Chuck Russell, who directed The 
Mask. "There is a new respect for comics 
and the people who read them. It's not just 

into their adulthood. 

wouldn't die to make a big-screen version of 
the comic he loved as a kid?" 

Loved as a kid. That's precisely the comic 

screen. "When I was a kid, which I guess is 

Rich," says Macaulay Culkin. "You read the 
comic and you think, 'Maybe I could be him.'" 

Others have had the same thought. 
"When I was a kid, I ran home to watch Bat- 


O'Donnell,, who plays Robin this summer in 
Batman Forever. "It was so strange that years 
later someone wants me to be Robin. This just 
blew my mind. It's like your childhood fan- 

Michael Keaton also felt this way when 
he suited up to play Batman in two movies. 
"As a kid, you're playing Batman in your 
driveway with the kid down the block. You've 
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:ornici'jmyJri 


al cheesy, 




to this multi-million dollar movie set with st 
of-the-art toys and a rack of real Batman i 


Lori Petty had similar feelings before doing 
Tank Girl. "I go to the set and there's all these 
way-out costumes, a man who is half-kangaroo 


unreal, which is the fun of it. It's not like, 'OK, 
here's some boring character.' With Tank Girl, 
I didn't know what would happen next and I 

"And I didn't really read the comic before¬ 
hand, but you can bet that when I got the role, 
I couldn't put the stuff down," says Petty. "This 
opened up a whole new world for me. I had 
no idea that comics were really art, man. This 
isn't stuff for kids. It's stuff for adults. And this 

than half of the boring scripts that I get sent [to] 
me where nothing happens and the charac¬ 
ters are bland. With comics, the sky isn't the 
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er, dark-toned Do 


"This was all done with the help of a blue 
screen behind Jim," says ILM special effects 
creator Steve Williams. "We got images of 
Jim doing different movements and then 

when Jim was gone, we could manipulate his 
image and put him anywhere and into any 
scene. It was really complicated, but this sort 
of technology just opens up a whole new world 
for filmmakers." 

This new world isn't always kid-friendly. 
Sure, Casper appeals to all ages, but the new 

“I READ THE COMIC 

YEARS AGO... 

AND YOU’RE THINKING, 
‘GEE, WOULDN’T IT 
BE COOL IF THEY 
TURNED THIS STUFF 
INTO A MOVIE?’ 
AND NOW THEY HAVE, 
WHICH I THINK IS PRETTY 

DARN EXCITING.” 

-Jim Carrey on The Mask. 


light 

nics. Sure, original Bat-director Tim Burton 
made his movies follow along the lines of the 
edgy books, but "I want to add a little more 
humor and lighten things up," says Schu¬ 
macher. "I've heard people complain that Bat- 


f the straying 
from the book? "I hope not. I think there is 
something for everyone in these films," the 


is developed over Fantastic Four. Director 
iris Columbus ( Home Alone ) has signed for 
s $40 million version. Holy Toledo! Two 


stars Jay Underwood ( The Boy Who Could 
Fly} as the Human Torch and Rebecca Staab 
(from the TV soap Guiding Lightjas the Invis- 


Batman Forever, "On a core level, these movies 
appeal to kids who love the characters, but 
there is something there for the adults." Consider 
that Tim Burton's second Batman movie, Bat¬ 
man Returns, had a definite S&M, whips-and- 
chains message with Michelle Pfeiffer's sexy 

man on the top of a roof and wants to make out. 

The late Brandon Lee made The Crow into 
a tortured soul with a whiter-than-white face. 
As the Crow, he isn't just fooling around. He's 
back among the living to avenge his girlfriend's 



Tri-Star Pictures paid him a i 



junch doing their best." 

Still, Lee is tickled about the big-budget 
flick. "I have a sentimental attachment to the 
JI was heartbroken to think 
it might appear only as a low-budget quick. 
When you compare it with something like Ter- 

Of course, there is no sure deal. Some 
comics turned movies have flopped, like Cap- 
Howarcf the Duck, The Punisher 
and even Disney's much-hyped The Rocketeer 
(which did fare better than the other three). 
"That's the problem when everyone is on a 
‘ jdes film analyst Davis, 
have films that can be made quickly. An 
jnce who knows a genre won't be fooled. 


is turned into a supersoldier guy who is put 
cryogenic chamber, where he waits for his 
ristic mission. Nudged awake in 1995, he 


what looks like 

Sex. Violence. No subtitles. Tank Girl even 
kisses another girl and does the wild thing with 
her half-man/half-kangar 



"The sequel potential has everybody sm 
ing," says Carrey, who adds, "I'm like, 'Sic 


stray from the original idea, which has some 
comic fans crying foul. Joel Schumacher's ver¬ 
sion of the third Batman this summer does stray 


delighted that he's agreed to join with Tri-Star 
in bringing this exciting new project for the 
screen." There is no script yet for the film, but 
word is that it has been placed on the fast 
track. Liefeld is in meetings with studio 

me, Brigade, Troll and Newmen. 


says, and laughs. All the way to the bank. A 

Cindy Pearlman is a frequent contributor tc 
Entertainment Weekly, as well as Wizard's 
Cut & Print column. She also likes bunnies. 
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WIZARD VISITS 

JOHN 

BYRNE 


IN HIS CONNECTICUT 
LAIR TO DISCUSS 
THE IMPACT OF HIS 

SOMETIME-CONTROVERSIAL 

20-YEAR CAREER 

BY CRAIG SHUTT 

PHOTOS BY MATTHEW J. ATANIAN 



HISTORY MEANS A LOT TO JOHN BYRNE. U that weren't clear from 
his approach to many comics projects during his 20-year career it's 
apparent from stepping into his rambling. 17-room, 1840s Connecti¬ 
cut home. While standing in the long, spacious entry hall, you may 
notice the low table beside the antique couch on the right. It holds a 
bisque of the Next Men's Jasmine alongside a replica Tiffany lamp. 
Along the opposite wall, you can spot a mannequin's head sporting a 
1930s hat, which resides on an antique bookcase with glass doors 
sitting next to a tall potted plant. ► "I'd wanted to live in Connecticut 
ever since I saw [the 1945 movie] Christmas in Connecticut as a child 
in England," Byrne explains, petting his dog Wanda, the reddish-brown 
chow chow who serves as his living doorbell. "Prices really went crazy 
right alter we bought, so I'm staying put." ♦ The second door on the 

shelves and framed pieces stretching to the ceiling 12 feet above. 
Revolutionary War prints line the left wall, above Byrne's scale-model 
car collection from the Franklin Mint. "The Franklin Mint can sell me 
anything," he admits cheerfully. A dozen antiquated pistols, most 
dating to the Civil War, are interspersed among statues of Napoleon, 
Lincoln and Jasmine along the shelf taps. A hall-dozen historic rifles, 
including two Winchesters, lean against the bookcase. "I don't know 
much about old guns, but I think they're fascinating," Byrne explains, 
taking aim with a flintlock pistol. "I've never actually fired a gun, but 
I'd like to. As a writer, I think that would be valuable information to 
have." S A replica stained-glass lamp illuminates an antique table's 
two Japanese daggers, one 150 years old and one 350 years old. 
They make an intriguing backdrop for discussing a career filled with 
comics history and a few battles of its own. 
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istant. Did that surprise you? 

No, I was very concerned about taking it 
over. I was the usurper to some fans, and I 
think that was justifiable. I look back at my stuff 
and cringe. It was the best work I could do at 
the time, but [preceding artist Dave] Cock- 

nowhere taking over. 

It was somewhat frustrating, because the 
criticism was based on the fact that I wasn't 
Cockrum, not on my own work. That eventu¬ 
ally went away, but I also was improving by 
leaps and bounds. The range is quite extrao 
dinary in the first year and a half. In thos 
days, there was usually one panel in e 
issue that I really liked. By the end of the i 



be horribly tortured, literally for all eternity. 
And we said, "Geez, that's a tiny bit misog- 
ynous, don't you think? Why don't we just kill 
her?" [toughs] 

I would probably, without ego at all, rank 
["Dark Phoenix" as published] as one of the 
10 greatest comic stories ever told if it had 
been left alone. But, of course, Chris kept dig¬ 
ging her up. And every time he dug her up, 
she looked worse, [toughs] 

Did having to make those changes alter your 


doing so, he made himseli redundant. And 
he never recognized that. 

I've always said that about seven years 
after he got to Marvel, Shooter should have 
traded jobs with [DC Comics Executive Edi- 
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The HOTTEST... 

DRAGON DICE 


©1995 TSR, Inc. All Rights Reserved.' 
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do, but none of them are really who they were 
any more. Green Lantern was always one of 
my favorites. Dr. Strange, too. Some days I feel 
like I'd like to take a crack at Thor. But I don't 
really feel comfortable working at Marvel in 


Why not? 

With what's been going on there more and 
more lately, I look at it and say, 'That's a mess 
I just don't want to be a part of." I get the feel¬ 
ing that a lot of people who are working for 
Marvel feel a little like collaborators [who 
worked with the Nazis during World War II]. 

F or the final photos, the tour heads up the 

the second floor, down a short hall and up 
two steps, Byrne points to a similar but nar- 


on the house," he says. "Having a third floor 


adjoining wall is filled, from the stairs' foot to the 
very top, with framed Silver Age art. Kirby's 
Fantastic Four and Captain America. Ditko's Spi- 



I’D LIKE TO GIVE 

FANS A ROSY GLOW 
rD LIKE 7 THEM TO C SAY, 

“Wow; HE 

DID ALL THAT STUFF’ AND 
IT WAS ALL PRETTY GOOD.” 


stands a spinner rack filled with Byrne's own 
Wonder Woman. 


puterized font that he pastes up for lettering. 
More art lines the walls here, while across from 


the doorway are encased foot-tall statues he's 
sculpted of his favorite characters: Hulk, She- 
Hulk, Namor, Darkseid, Thing, Fin Fang Foom, 

Byrne used during his run on She-Hulk\, The 
Dragon Man, and Alley Oop and Dola. 

On the wall near his drawing table hangs a 
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The way Roger Stern hears It, 

leading a really exciting life out there. His only re 
no one thought to invite him along to enjoy it. 

"I keep learning about all these great rea; 
for leaving Action Comics after issue #700," laugh 

comics forever to write for tele 
on a cruise around the world. 

The truth is, he says, that he stayed i 

work. After steadily writing about Superman for close to 
seven years and finishing the 400-page novel, The Death 
and Life of Superman, "I needed a break, that's all it was." 

And lo, those thirteen or so months ago when Superman 
editor Mike Carlin passed on the Action Comics reins to writer 
David Michelinie, he didn't exactly slap Stem on the back, hand 
him the requisite gold watch, and send him packing. "The 
last thing Mike said to me," Stern recalls, "was something 
like, 'You know, v 
really need their weekly Superman fix, and some of them get 
almost angry when we hit one of our four skip weeks every 
year, and they have to wait fourteen days for their next install¬ 
ment... we're gonna have to do something about that.' So I 
pretty much knew when I walked out the door what might be 

And back he is, scripting DC Comics' new Superman: 
The Man of Tomorrow quarterly, a fifth ongoing Superman 
title that fills in those four empty weeks each year. MOT 
debuts the last week in May, with pencils by former Adven¬ 
tures of Superman penciler Tom Grummett, and ex-Super- 

The new title is designed to fit seamlessly into the weekly 


an outlet for his stories in 1988, after a disagreement 
or Mark Gruenwald about the book's 
ocreated and scripted one of DC's many Star- 



He also began scripting Superman with issue #23 in Novem¬ 
ber 1988, coming on board right after writer-artist John 
Byrne left the book. That assignment ended when Action 
returned to monthly status with #643 in July 1989, and he 

Aside from editor Carlin, Stern had been a part of the 
Superman creative team the longest until he took his sabbat- 

expedations ol 

complex continuity previously thought impossible to acl 
while telling groundbreaking stories everyone thought could 
‘ “ ‘ Lois, his 


probably ine 

DC Comics about doing a novelization of that classic story¬ 
line, Carlin tapped Stem for the job. 
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•Testosterone-driven, homicidal maniacs, masquerading as heroes, 
shooting up everything in sight with guns the size oF a smal 


•Close-ups oF toothy grimaces, usually rendered 

in more detail than your basic dental record. 


Bad-attitude “babes.” You know, legs too long, waists too cinched, 

compass-drawn breasts tucked up under the chin like twin goiters. 


anyway. 


leroes. 


•Mutants. Yeah, yeah, I know it’s got an “X’ 
does that t.v. show, and you don’ 


•MSG. I don’t care how good it makes the Food 
taste, that stuFF gives me the 


into any oF the ; 
the next 
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ACCLAMATION, 

Oregon. 


IF IT PALLS TO ME 
TO BE THE A CENT OF 
THAT LANCING...SO 
BE IT/ TONIGHT THE 
CLEANSING BEGINS. 


STOP 

PUSHING. 


























































































I Wizard casts the Sandman movie! 



Y’know, comic book fans just 
love to think that whatever entertains 
them would entertain everyone else. 
And nothing lends itself to a larger 
audience than a big-budget film, 
we here at Wizard all happen to be 
fans, we figured we'd take our own 
stab at this sorta thing. 

This time around we're taking 









DESPAIR 




lions of freakin' movie 


rnow' 

























LUCIEN 


ABEL 

The cowering brother of Cain 
would be brought to life by Dom 
Deluise (Cannonball Run, a 
buncha Mel Brooks movies). 
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Well, you just know I had to draw a couple of figures of my own. After all, I can't let you guys have all the fun. Now that you know how to put a little window dress¬ 
ing on your figures, don't be fooled into believing that if you put enough of it on a poorly drawn figure no one will notice. You might fool the people with untrained 
eyes, but the tough guys out there will go, 'Look at the jalopy with the fancy paint job.' But if you put that paint job on a FerrarLthen you've got something! 









HAND DRAWN AND PAINTED 
ART WITH INCREDIBLY 
DETAILED 3D BACKGROUNDS! 


32 PAGES OF FULL COLOR 
GRAPHICS WITH NO ADS 
AND NO SPANDEX! 


ISSUE 4 SHIPS AUGUST 95! 


ONLY FROM 











The 10 cool people whose artwork got on 
honorable mention this month will each receive a 
IWverwe#85 signed by Adam Hubert, on 
Aquamtmffl signed by Peter David, and a copy 
of The MaxxH signed by Sam Kieth. The four 
f huill'iiutlting runners-up will each receive o 
* YoungaoodH signed by Danny Miki, a 
Wolverindlm signed by Adam Hubert, and an 
\lmring Spider-Man #344 signed by Mark 
MSagley. The megotalented artist of the winning 
Mlg-this month will receive oil tbot stuff, plus on 


ALL-AMERICAN HEROES 
By Kevin Metz 

Springfield, MO 
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ARCHANGEL AND PSYLOCKE 
By Eri Gaudiamo 

Indonesia 


Effia 


By Robert Saunders 
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Entries for The Drawing Board should be sent to: 

The Drawing Board 
t/o Wizard Press 
151 Wells Avenue 
Congers, NY 10920-2064 


VOODOO 
Bv Jimmy Sakuma 

Jakarta Selatan, Indonesia 
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This summer, if you break the law, Dredd'll break you. So in an effort 
to keep you off the streets and out of trouble, Wizard has joined 
forces with a bunch of swell folks to bring you some of the coolest 
stuff from one of the summers hottest flicks...free! Sponsored by 
Wizard, Acclaim and Edge Entertainment, this contest blasts butt! 




One winner walks away with a rockin' Super NES video game system and a Judge Dredd 
video game for the SNES from Acclaim; a box of Judge Dredd movie cards from the hard¬ 
hitting Edge Entertainment set, as well as an uncut sheet signed by that Sly Stallone fella 
who plays Dredd in the film; a copy of the intense Judge Dredd cover edition of Wizard #47 
signed by cover artist Simon Bisley; and 1,000 Spug credits from Edge Entertainment's Judge 
Dredd Spug set, redeemable for loads of wicked Dredd stuff! 

& PrlZ 9 11 O winners) 

Ten runners-up come away with a copy of Wizard #47 signed by Simon Bisley; 100 Spug 
credits from the Judge Dredd Spug set; a box of Judge Dredd movie cards from the 
Edge Entertainment set; and a Judge Dredd video game cartridge from Acclaim! 

Ppllzo Cl 5 winners) 

If you're a third prize winner, you get a box of Judge Dredd movie trading 
cards from Edge Entertainment! 


76 muj #47 







QUESTIONS 

1 • What artist is famous for his work on the Judge Dredd comic? 

2. What city is Dredd in charge of protecting? 

3. Would Dredd approve of the death penalty? 



Now, you wanna know 
how to get some of 
this awesome stuff. 
Simple: answer the three 
Judge Dredd questions 
(which should be easy if 
you know anything about 
the vicious Lawman) on the 
coupon below, fill out the 
rest of the coupon, toss it in 
an envelope or something 
and mail all that to: 


Judge Dredd Movie Contest 
c/o Wizard Press 
PO Box 118 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 

We'll randomly pick the winners from the 
entries with correct answers—simple as 
i \| dJ q F that! Kickin', huh? This contest expires 

‘ August 31, 1995, 














guide to Hollywood. 


SMINkmg 

GnouNd 


CaRReYis 

nine IIves foR masked tm 
CatwoMAn m 

Word is that there is still talk of a Cat- $ 10 million he's getting to do a sequel to The 
woman flick. Michelle Pfeiffer, who por- Mask. When asked if he thought there would 
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What does Venom have in common with the 
film, The Fly ? Find out in his own movie. 

HiEcRaW 

CAWS tWKE ifis unlik 


"The Crow brought 
i a different kind of film 
jdience," declares pro- 


ond Gothik will draw on 
the same kind of audi¬ 
ence that was there for 

The Razor film will be 
scripted by Crow scripter 
John Shirley. According 
to Most, the script "will 


DARk Horse 
filJtlS IN 
develoPMeNt 

On the Dark Horse front, along with 
the aforementioned The Mask II, Barb 
Wire started filming in May, with Bay- 

original projects are in development with 
Universal: Church League and a fantasy 
called Al and Gene, created by Mike 
Richardson and Mark Verheiden. 

—Dave Galvan 

OuttAKes 

From Hell—a painstaking reconstruction 
of the Jack the Ripper murders written by 
Alan Moore and drawn by Eddie Camp¬ 
bell—could be headed to the big screen, 
courtesy of Oliver Stone and Touchstone 


)ther David Goyer news "flash": 
not be writing a new Flash Gordon 
■or Batman producer Peter Guber, 
widely reported in the Hollywood 
sarly this y 


Creator Hartsoe says, "I'm try¬ 
ing to keep a level head about the 
whole thing, but I'd be lying if I 



(Also contrary to widely published i 


office was all zipped lips about the film's 
casting at press time.) "The character is 
not going to be Eric Draven," Goyer says. 
"Nobody wants to sully Brandon Lee's 

onto the project was that the Crow is more 
like a mantle—there were Crows before 
Eric, and there will be Crows after. 
Because this is more than just a bird, obvi- 


ItaZor BuRn 



OF miCE 
AncJ mARVEL 

expanded title of The Marvel Action Un 

utes, and the last half hour will consist c 
Biker Mice from Mars, which will be take 


revamp the look of the show. If the serie 
gets picked up the following season, Bib 
Mice will be removed and another shov 
possibly starring other Marvel character 


n rights to both Everette Hart- 


Londan Night Studios' Razor can t 
wait to slice up the big screen. 

bius" Giraud has signed an option/pur¬ 
chase agreement granting selected rights 
to his comic book story, Rock Story, to Blue 
Turtle, Inc., a Hollywood-based production 
company. Writer Randy Lofficier has written 
a film treatment for the project. Rock City is 
one of the stories collected in the Epic graphic 
novel Moebius 6: Pharagonesia. It is sched¬ 
uled to be reprinted in the comic book for¬ 
mat by Dark Horse Comics in 1996....The 
Warner Brothers Network is looking at the 
possibility of bringing Shazam! to television 

meets The Wonder Years; i.e., a small child 
is thrust into the body of a superhero called 
Captain Marvel. There are currently dis¬ 
cussions about including appearances by 
famous Capt. Marvel villains. 
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17-year-old comic artist 
Trent Kaniuga is on the 
road to comic stardom- 
after he finishes his 
homework, of course 











































































Wizard Online 

THE COMIC BOOK UNIVERSE IS ABOUT TO ENTER CYBERSPACE 



Yeah, we've been following this computer 
ONLINE STUFF for quite a while now. 

You know-trying to figure out if we should 
put WIIARDorWm or not. So we figured, 
"WHAT THE HELL?" and took the 

plunge. Starting this May, you'll be able to 

read Wizardm AMERICA ONLINE. 
That's right, we're officially in CYBER¬ 
SPACE (scary thought, eh?). You’ll get all 
that GROOVY stuff you expect out of Wizard 
plus a whole bunch of stuff you've never 
seen before. What exactly? Beats the 
hell out of us, but TRUST 

US-it will BLOW 
DOORS off anything 

else you've ever seen in cyberspace. Promise. 


Wizard World. Key word: Wizard. 

A Coming in late May. Plug in. 


Stay tuned for ordering information. 









"OTTO y jy W ETUT” 

rOREvERYONE! 


Bat-mania is once again sweeping the nation (thanks to June's 
Batman Forever movie), and now, like before, you either have 
to get some cool Bat-stuff or be considered a mort. So, in an 
effort to make you as un-mortish as possible, without you hav¬ 
ing to spend all kinds of bucks picking this stuff up, your 







Grand Fifes 


(One winner) 



One hotshot wins on SNES game 
system and a Batman Forever game 
cartridge from Acclaim; an uncut 
Batman Forever Metal press sheet 
signed by one of the artists, as well as 
a complete set of Batman Forever 
cards (including chase cards) from 
Fleer; and this essential, must-have 
bunch of classic Bat-books from DC: 

Batman: Vengeance of Bane, signed by 
Chuck Dixon, the Batman: Sword of 
Azrael trade paperback, signed by Joe 
Ouesada, the Batman: Venom, Batman: 

Birth of the Demon, Batman: Ten 
Nights of the Beast, Batman: A Death 
in the Family, Batman: Gothic, Batman: 

Full Circle, Batman: The Last Angle, Batman vs. 
Predator: The Collected Edition, Batman: The Cult, 
Batman: Knightfall and Batman: Greatest Stories 
Ever Told trade paperbacks, and the Batman: 
"KnightsEnd" and Batman: "Troika—The New 
Era of Batman" Collector's Sets! (Whew!) 


Second Prize no winners) 

Ten runners-up take home a Batman Forever video gome 
cartridge from Acclaim; a copy of DC's Batman Forever Prestige 


Format movie adaptation comic; and from the Fleer Batman 
Forever Metal card set, an uncut Metal press sheet and a 
complete set of chase cards. 


And how do you win all this keen stuff? 
Simple. All you gotta do is fill out that 
official Batman Forever entry coupon 
below, jam that had boy in a stamped 
envelope and mail that critter off to: 


FtUEER ^4«lajm 


SAME BAT-TEXT, SAME BAT-COPY 


r 


Batman Forever Contest 

c/o Wizard Press 
PO Box 118 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 


This contest expires August 31,1995, so move it or lose it! 





















Jack Curtin is a regular contributor to Wizard, he also wrote this 
issue's "Byte Me, Fanboy" on page 90. John B. Lacey is just a 
big weenie. Matt & Brad are the company art-boyz. For more 
info on Four Color Images, call the gallery at (212) 431-4234. 

as IplJ m 


Four Color 

Images 

gallery 

starts its 

third 

season by 

showcasing 

sequential 

art by 

popular 

artists 


g _,,__ r air of Malt Wagner Grendel paint¬ 

ings hook onto one's natural radar, then nothing will. 

Wagner's work, taken from his Grendel Prime backup sto¬ 
ries in Dark Horse Comics' Grendel Tales, is but an appetizer 
to the other works awaiting inside. It's all part of the gallery's 
"No Cover: The Art of Storytelling" theme where the comic art 
gallery will exclusively feature interior sequential comic art, 
which began April 24 and runs through June 10. Based in New 
York City, FCI is celebrating its third season devoted to comic 


Ross' eight-page segment in Vertigo's Sandman Mystery Theatre 
Annual #1, a sampling of Adam Kubert art taken from Weapon 
X #1 and Wolverine #79, three pages from Force Works #10 
by Jim Calafiore, George Pratt art from the Sandman Mystery 
Theatre annual, and three pages from i 
Dooms IV #3 done by Mark Pacella, 
as well as work from eight other artists. 

Also displayed in the mix is the 
rontroversial superhero satire by Moe- 
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User A: Todd McFarlane rules. The art he's DC ComiCS Online 
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User B: But I Liked DARKHAUK! Why not 
anceL SABRETOOTH CLASSICS? They sucked the 


On the Line 

What all these electronic forums offer, to one degree or another, is an 


have access to more and faster information than ever before and to 
occasionally talk directly with a favorite professional or two. 

Newcomers should understand going in that most forums accu¬ 
rately reflect the nature of comics today. New titles appear every week 
and most of them, for better or ill, are superhero books. Most forum 
exchanges fall into the same pattern. But there is more to it, for those 
willing to look. Yes, there's a lot of talk about Superman and Green 
Lantern and other superheroes on DC Comics Online, but there are also 
the Vertigo and Paradox discussion threads. Also, such small press books 
as Bone, Stray Bullets, Strangers in Paradise and Jar of Fools arguably 
owe some of their success to the favorable mentions they garnered in 

active online, taking advantage of the ability to reach a vast array of 
potential readers both economically and efficiently. 

And Pratt sums things up this way: "Because I'm an independent, 
I may always be a little faster on my feet than either DC or Tekno in 
making adjustments. I can do more deals with more different people 
and [I'm] not tied to a corporate structure. On the other hand, what 
they're doing is pretty neat, too, and they have capabilities I don't have, 
precisely because they do have corporate backing. Our joint aim 
should be to promote all comics, and then we'll all thrive." 

The bottom line? Come on in, the ether's just fine. ^ 


Jack Curtin's work can also be checked out on page 54 with his Roger 
Stern interview. Otherwise, go play Maximum Carnage or something. 
[EDITOR'S NOTE: Computer ID names or accounts have been altered 
to observe online privacy concerns and issues.] 

WIZARD JOINS AMERICA ONLINE 


In early June, Wizard: The Guide to Comics officially launches "Wizard 


AOL users will be able to read many Wizard news and feature arti- 

Words, Picks from the Wizard's Hat, E.G.O. and the Wizard Comic Book 
Price Guide! The forum will also feature online exclusives, including spe- 




WizardTGTC@AOL.COM. For a free 10-hour trial of America Online, 
call (800) 225-5531. -Tim Pinting 


92 Hid #47 
















Lookfcor ft B 
'Scenes cards 


, YOU LL F1 % ND 
EI/iAE L«Y FAST, f>oWjE R F U 
IOC IO U S, TE RRlTQRIAL, 
vC^-mTINCi B EASTS 

,n w heco ^ $ 

(Please, open carefully.)* , 


INTRODUCING CONGO TRADING CARDS BY UPPER DECK. 

CETTHEM BEFORE THEY RE EXTINCT. 






TOYING 


Go, Go, Power Rangers! 

























































TAKE THE LAW INTO YOUR HANDS! 


•12 INCHES TALL ~ INDIVIDUALLY CAST IN A DRAMATIC ACTION POSE 
•ARTISTIC QUALITY - INTRICATELY SCULPTED AND HAND PAINTED DETAILS 
LIMITED EDITION - INCLUDES A NUMBERED CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY 
ORDER FROM YOUR LOCAL COMIC BOOK STORE. m 




Homemade 

HEROES 


For mokin' such totally awesome figures out of a bunch of ordinary li'l toys, 
everyone whose figure sees print this month wins a copy of WildSlar #1 
signed by Jerry Ordway, and Amazing X-Men #1 signed by Andy Kubert. The 
two Runners-Up win all that neat stuff, plus a set of the 10-inch Toy Biz 
Wolverine, Sabretooth and Cyclops figures, a copy of Ash# 1 signed by Jimmy 
Palmiotti and Joe Quesada, and an issue of Weapon X signed by Adam 
Kubert. The Grand Prize Winner wins all of that stuff plus a limited edition, 
cold-cast porcelain Bone figure. 


THE ARENA FOR FAN-MADE ACTION FIGURES. 



"WHO SPIKED 
COOKIES? Nu/vwy, 
NU/M/My, NU/M/My..." 

Y'know, this stuff still manages to crack us up. 
Douglas Webb of Andersonville, Tenn., made 
this fuzzy X-Man out oLCookie Monster, who's 
laughing so hard, he can't even sit up straight. 


"I'VE BEEN DETHRONED, 
DIVORCED, 
DEPRESSED, N\Y KID 
HATES /ME AND SO/ME 
FISH ATE m HAND. I 
HATE PETER DAVID." 


"HE'S ABOUT THIS HIGH, 
WEARS A SUIT, GOES BY 
THE NA/VtE O' EAAP. y'SURE 
yOU HAVEN'T 5EEN 'I/M?" 
Made from a Mattel Barbie doll, this shiny WildC.H.I.C.K. 
was crafted by Tyler Coombs of Santee, Calif. 


"ALL RIGHT, LET'S GO I 

BEAT THE CRAP 
OUT OF SO/ME /MEN!" 
Hey, nice boots! All three of these babies 
were mode from Tyco Cadillacs & 
Dinosaurs Hannah Dundee figures, cour¬ 
tesy of Brod McCurry of Shelby, N.C. 


"WOULD you LIKE 
FRIES WITH THAT?" 
e hove no idea what Mr. Summers w 

































"HO, PEGASUS. I THINK WEVE 
FLOWN A BIT TOO FAR OUT OF 
CONTINUITY HERE." 

Billy (ladder of Manassas Pork, Va., mode (tie new UKraForce 
leader out of a Kenner Super Powers Red Tornado body ond 
a Super Powers Flash head. The horse once belonged to a 
Lone Ranger figure os Silver. Pretty neot, eh? 


I "SNIFF, SNIFF. WOW, 
WITH THIS THING ON, 
yOU CAN REALLY 
5/V1ELL YOUR BUTT!" 
Can you believe Emplate (from 
Generation JO was an Armor Dracula 
model from Horizon? This one comes 
from Lewis Greene II of Oxon Hill, Md. 


"ZIT...OUT OF... 

CONTROL! 

/WUST...OXyCUTE!" 
Crofted from "on old Spider-Man fig¬ 
ure," Chris Spaseff of Tempe, Ariz., 
probably topped the upcoming Toy Biz 
version of Mystie. 




wuvm 


I "OOOPS. I HOPE THAT'S 

JUST GAS." 

How cool is this? Scott C. Fensterer of Winter 
Gorden, Flo, mode this from a 12-inch Stor 
Wars figure with a completely homemade cos- 


Homemade Heroes 
c/o Wizord Press 
PO Box 118 

Congers, NY 10920-0118 




































Soon to an 
Electronics 
Store Near 


1 * Brawn, 


Sega CD. ■ 

Coming Soon to an 
Arcade in a Strip Mall!!! 

Darkstalkers Revenge for the coin-operated game market is a head-to-head 
fighting game. ThiJ 300 meg game features 10 monster warriors, plus 
playable "boss" characters. It is expected to be released early this sum¬ 
mer. Capcom leads the league in Street Fighter ripoff-type games (hey, 
they started SF itjelfl). 

Licensing Sucks (Sometimes) 

With all that out of the way, let me welcome you to the wonderful 
world of video game licensing. I'd like to take this opportunity to talk 


No one keeps statistics on the success/failure rate of licensed video 
games, but I've played hundreds of them, and it seems to be a losing 
proposition. One of the earliest examples of this was E.T. for the Atari 
2600, a legendary flop that not only stunk but brought the Video Game 
Golden Age to a close. One of the main problems with E.T. (in which 
you have to help the alien put together his...phone) and licensed games 
of today is that the owner of the property has complete creative con- 


t at Shinders, < 


500 short of the complete set. 
Let him know what you think 
about this column, or help 
him round out his Atari 2600 
collection, by writing to 
Power Up, c/o Wizard Press, 
151 Wells Ave., Congers, 
NY 10920-2064. 


Acclaim Buys Everything 

Well, maybe nfet everything, but Acclaim has addeci a few things ‘ 

ing agreement effectively share SunSoft's DC Comics and Warn 
Brothers (Looney Tunes) license. The {first game affected is the Ion 
delayed Justice League, which Acclaim is totally revamping .\ 
Acclaim also^announced the purchase of Lazer-Tron, ajfoadir 

industry leader in ticket redemption-type games for use in family ente 
tainment centers. Acclaim is expected to announce the purchase 
Australia in iarlyjuly. 

--What is Comix Zone? 
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Campbell's New Myths 

I t's safe to say that comic books by Eddie Campbell are the most understated and unpre¬ 
tentious comics published today (Eddie as a person is another story). While most artists 
hit you over the head with blatant images and obvious symbols, Campbell takes the sub¬ 
tle approach. His comics appear simple at first, but there is always something going on deep 
below the surface. Even the name of his new self-publishing imprint, Eddie Campbell Comics, 
is an understatement. Perhaps a name like "Really Good Comics" or "The Best Darn Comics 




Bacchus, Campbell's most enduring character, is also a study in modesty. With Bacchus, Eddie Campbell’s 
the God of wine and revelry, Campbell has updated Greek mythology and combined it with 



as the Eyeball Kid, Big Ginny, and Joe 
Theseus. These stories, running the gamut from action-adventure to superheroes and every¬ 
thing in-between, are the closest C 
Campbell acknowledges that, like 
from his original conception. "When I started, I had this idea that what comics needed and what the 
market seems to want is a big ugly face—the image of death on a living figure. I actually found that 
after two or three issues, the character of Bacchus became this great big emblem for me, a symbol 
of earthy common sense in the face of all of the other foolishness of the modem world. So he became 
a kind of profound figure that could express a great variety of complex thoughts. He's such a straight¬ 
forward character that he cuts through the confusion and complexity and states it quite simply." 

Campbell has stuck with Bacchus since his original appearance in Harrier Comics's Dead- 
face, and he now has over 700 pages of Bacchus material that he plans to combine with new 
stories in his first self-published comic, titled (oddly enough) Bacchus. For those of you with an 
aversion to reprints, you'll be happy to bow that Campbell is updating the old artwork. He explains 

at stuff you did six years ago and it didn't embarrass you, I think there would be something wrong 
with you. If you didn't advance in that time, you should be rethinking what the hell you are doing." 

The brand-new material in Bacchus starts in the second issue with "King Bacchus." In this new 
chapter of the mythos, Bacchus has become King of the Castle and Frog, an English pub into which 
all sorts of different characters wander. This story allows Campbell to try his hand at spoofing the 


simple at first, 
but there is 


going on 
deep below 
the surface 








Eddie Campbell’s Recommended Reading: Just in case you're curious, here's a rundown of Eddie's favorite comics 
right now: Cerebus by Dave Sim and Gerhard (Aardvark-Vanaheim), Steve Bissette's Tyrant (SpiderBaby Grafix), Dylan Sissoon's Fili- 
busting Comics (a one-shot parody of Understanding Comics from Fantagraphics), Two-Fisted Tales (the EC reprints of the 1950s series 
from Russ Cochran), and X-Men: The Early Years (reprints from Marvel). 


Tom’s Recommended Reading 

I'm trying something a little different this month. I find it almost impossible to mention all of the quality comics being published right now, 
so to compensate, I've expanded the Recommended Reading list to briefly focus on two or three top-notch comics that have nothing to do 
with the featured creator. I'd like some feedback on this little change, so please drop me a line at Palmer's Picks, c/o Wizard Press, 151 
Wells Ave, Congers, NY 10920-2064. 

Bulletproof-. If you think all true-crime comics have to be dull and plodding, then think again. Expertly 
paced and impossible to put down, Bulletproof (by frequent American Splendor illustrators Joe Zabel and 
Gary Dumm) is a true-crime comic that will definitely surprise you. Send $5 to Known Associates Press, Box 
18959, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118-0959. 

Hilly Rose's Space Adventures-. Throw together Terry and the Pirates and Bone , add a dash 

Hilly Rose is a welkrafted comic that promises tons of entertainment. Write to Astro Comics,*3822 Lolita Ct., 

Chino, CA 91710 for more information. 

Magic Whistle : After reading Sam Henderson's mini-comic Magic Whistle, you will laugh so hard 
that you'll burst an internal organ. Sam has had cartoons published in Heavy Metal and Nickelodeon Mag- 

Sam at 14 Bayard St. #3, Brooklyn, NY 11211. 9 Y 



- & © Eddie Campy. BULLETPROOF ™ & © Joe Zabel. 
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25 of the hardest questions ever slapped 
together by a band of couch-potatoey fanboys. 
With a lot of TV sitcoms turning into movies 
nowadays, we figured this time around, we'd 
grade you up against some TV shows we'd like 
to see as movies, with a little twist, of course. 
The higher the score, the cooler the possibilities! 


score rank 

0-5 funky Bremter —Everyone's favorite li'l kid is in command 

of her awn starship (with her dog Brandon as First Officer), 
battling evil aliens. 

6-12 The Facts of Life —The girls become espionage agents and 

infiltrate the Parisian government. Everyone except Tootie, 
who turns insane and becomes the others' nemesis. 

13-19 What's Happening?— Dwayne gets busted again for taping 

a Doobie Brothers concert, and Bog sells Dee to the gypsies. 

20-24 The Dukes of Hazzard— Who cares, as long as 

Daisy's wearin' those cut-offs! 

25 Three's Company— Jack tries to bag two broads at once for 

a whole two hours! And Mr. Furley still thinks Jack's gay. 


1. Which one of the Hulk's friends died of AIDS? 

A) Merlo Jones 

B) Rick Jones 

C) Jim Wilson 

D) Betty Banner 

2. The Golden Age Sandman is really: 

A) Ted Grant. 

B) Cat Grant. 

C) Lou Grant. 

D) Wesley Dodds. 

3. Which mutant was offered the title of the Hellfire Club's 
White King by Shinobi Shaw? 

A) Magneto 

B) Cyclops 

C) The Angel 

D) Rip Taylor 

4. Which superhero team was Ghoul a member of first? 

A) The Squad 

B) Exiles 

C) UltraForce 

D) Groovie Ghoulies 

5. Who was the photographer in Marvels ? 

A) Ned Leeds 

B) Peter Parker 

C) Phil Sheldon 

D) You mean that book was photographed, not painted? 
Superheroes am real? Neat. 

6. Groo's dog is named: 


8. Which of the following heroes was never named Ted in 
his civilian identity? 

A) Starman 

B) Booster Gold 

C) Wildcat 

D) Ted the bug 

9. Which character is not matched with his proper expression? 

A) Flaming Carrot—"Ut!" 

B) Fone Bone—"Spam!" 


0 Cei 


—"Gahl" 


Sergio. 

Rufferto. 


C) Perro. 

D) Muffin. 

7. Who holds the rank of corporal in the Howling Commandos? 

A) Dum-Dum Dugan 

B) Percival Pinkerton 

C) Gabe Jones 

0) Generalisimo Francisco Franco 


D) Tick—"Spoon!" 

10. Which dark V mysterious character first appeared in 
DC's Doorway to Nightmare #1, in 1978? 

A) The Spectre 

B) Madame Xanadu 

C) Phantom Stranger 
0) Space Monkey Gleek 

11. The first words out of Captain America's mouth when 
he was revived from his icy suspended animation in 
Avengers #4 were: 

A) "I'll get you, Zemo!" 

B) "It's an honor to serve my country." 

0 "Bucky— Ducky! Look outf 

D) "Hey, Giant Man—where's your other hand?" 

12. This DC character hos not appeared in a Marvel/DC crossover: 

A) Flash (Wally West) 

B) Aquaman 

C) Perry White 

D) Wonder Woman 

13. Which current comic cartoon's got the worst theme song? 

A) Spider-Man 

B) WildCATs 
0 Fantastic Four 

D) Blow the horn and throw the confetti, it's a three-way tie! 

14. The lesson learned by Spider-Man in Amazing Fantasy #15 was: 

A) Don't take any weoden nickels. 

B) With great power comes great responsibility. 
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C) When in doubt, jock 'em out. 

D) New York's got the best hookers. 

15. What is the job of Mike Baron and Steve Rude's 
superhero Nexus? 

A) Short-order took 

B) Pilot 

C) Assassin 

D) A really, really big part in the Star Trek: Generations flick 

16. Which comic creator has not appeared in a comic acting as himself? 

A) Peter David 

B) Scott McCloud 

C) Julius Schwartz 

D) Grant Morrison 

17. How was Julia Pennyworth related to Batman's butler 
Alfred in the pre-Zero Hour era? 

A) Niece 

B) Daughter 

C) Great-grandmother 

D) Wife 

18. Where do those wacky Star Wars heroes agree to 
meet while at the Mos Eisley spaceport? 

A) Docking Bay 94 

B) Block AA-23 


D) McDonalds, for some food, folks, and fun 

19. What penciler always draws characters so that you're 
looking up their noses? 

A) Jock Kirby 

B) Wayne Boring 

C) Gil Kane 

D) Walt Simonson 

20. Where does Concrete's body come from? 

A) A freak construction worker accident 

B) Some wacky aliens 

C) He was born that way 

D) Pergament 

21. Which of the following Marvel heroes is not a mutant? 

A) Jean Grey 

B) The Falcon 
;; C) Spider Man 

D) Northstar 

22. In the Elemental, Morningstar, the fire elemental, is 
married to: 

A) Nuada of the Silver Arm. 

8) Elric of Melnibone. 

C) Merlin Ambrose. 

D) Marvin Hamlisch. 

23. Captain Kirk was forced into combat with the alien 
Gorn by which race of beings? 

A) The Metrons 

B) The Klingons 

C) The Andorians 

D) The French, which really cheesed Kirk off, so he went there, but 
before he could kick their asses, they all surrendered 

24. Before becoming the crimson-faced jerk that he is, the 
Red Skull was a: 

A) Street car conductor. 

B) Knockwurst and sauerkraut vendor. 

C) Republican. 

D) Bellhop. 

25. In Youngblood # 10, the last thing to go through 
Chapel's minawas: 

A) "This better be really, really good for sales." 

B) "I liked comic gimmicks more when they were 
polybags and variant covers. This kinda gimmick stings." 

C) The right side of his head. 

D) All of the above. 


MISSING LINK 


WIN! 


X-Men (vol. 1) #58 

The first appearance at Alex Summeri 
as Havok! 

Each month, we list three comic book issi 


characters, creators, or the like. Your job is to tell 



For example, whot do Uncanny X-Menttl 44, 

Marvel Team-Up #122, ond She-Hulk (vol. 2) #8 
all have in common? That's easy: all three feature 
guest appearances by the Man-Thing. 

Gel the idea? We'll randomly select an entry out of all the correct ones 
we receive. The winner of this month's contest will receive a copy of X- 
Aten #58, by Neol Adams ond Roy Thomas! So good luck, ond good sleuthing! 
(And remember—you need to read the three books!) 

Here are this month's batch o' books: 



Action (omics#b')l Hardcase#!9 


X-Men Classics #2 


Send all entries to: 

Missing Link #47 
c/o Wizard Press 
151 Wells Ave. 

Congers, NY 10920-2064 

Hurry! All entries must be received by August 31, 1995! 

CONGRATULATIONS to Homer B. Hendricks, from Hillsdale, Mich., 
the winner of issue #41 's Missing Link! He actually read the three 
issues— Eternal Warrior# 12, H.A.R.D. Corps #23, and X-Factor 
#104—and figured out that each of them featured characters being 
possessed! Go, Homer! 
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the same day if received before 2:30 p.m. 
Personal checks must clear before shipping. 

LDi, LDt, V, CD, Mi, Mt, B, M, PK, T; 
Accepts: MC, V, MO, PC; SB. 


Internet (a difficult bunch to please!). 

Voice: (713) 523-7122; fax: (713) 523- 
3574; e-mail: planet@sam.neosoft.com 
2435 Pines Blvd, Houston, TX 77005 
Catalog: Call or write. 

Order via phone, fax, mail or e-mail. 


Call on special orders. Special orders 
cent of total cost, and 3-6 weeks for search. 


LDi, LDt, V, CD, Mi, Mt, B, T, PK, GK, T; 
Accepts: MC, V, AE, D, MO, PC; SB. 


Started by University of California at Irvine 
Bookstore Associate Director (and anime fan) 

with Internet users. (They also have a full-ser- 

Voice: (800) 829-BOOK (ask for alt.ant) 
or (714) 8244930; e-mail: alt-ant@uci.edu 

200 UCI Student Center, Irvine, CA 92717 

Catalog: World Wide Web page 
http://bookweb.cwis.uci.edu:8042/ The 
page contains all pertinent details on UCI 
Bookstore, as well as alt.ant info and order¬ 
ing details. Call for availability otherwise. 

Order via mail, phone (credit card only), 

Call on special orders. UCI offers a $10 
a year discount club, which gives discounts for 
alt.ant and UCI Bookstore media. 

LDi, LDt, V, CD, B, M; Accepts: MC, V, 
AE, D, MO, PC; SB (ask for directions after 
entering the UCI campus). 


Mikado Laser Japan 

Located in San Francisco's very cool Japan Town. 

Voice: (415) 922-9450; fax: (415) 
922-1682 

1737 Post Street Suite 8, 9 or 10 (any 
one will do), San Francisco, CA 94115 
Catalog: Call or write for their free bi¬ 
monthly flyer. 

Order via phone, fax or mail. 

Special orders: need the title and a 50 

LDi, CD; Accepts: MC, V, AE, D, MO (no 
checks); SB (@ Geary and Post Streets, inside 
Japan Town). 

Sight and Sound 

Another fan favorite. 

Voice: (617) 469-0025; fax: (617) 894 
9329; bbs: (617) 895-5990 


27 Jones Road, Waltham, MA 02154 
Catalog: Both a small, free monthly and 
a deluxe, 420-page monster with a color 
cover ($39.95 + $3 shipping). Request via 

U.S., Canada and APO only. Overseas orders 
must have a U.S. address to ship to. 

LDi (by special order), LDt, CD; 
Accepts: MC, V, D, MO, PC; SB. 

Laser Craze 

Yet another fan favorite. Exclusively laser discs. 

Voice: (800) 828-DISC; fax: (617) 267- 
2271 (24 hours) 

329 Newbury, Boston, MA 02115 
Catalog: A free magazine updated every 



Special orders require a title, SKU number 
(if possible), and a credit card number. The 
credit card will not be billed unless the title is 
shipped from Japan. Placing a special order 

IDs only; Accepts: MC, V, AE, D, MO, PC; SB. 

Books Nippan 

by Internet users. 

Voice: (800) 427-6100 or (213) 811- 
9636; fox: (213) 891-9631; e-mail: nip- 
pan@netcom.com 

605 W. 7th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Catalog: Updated annually; free to 
anime fans. Request by phone, fax or get the 
e-mail catalog from nippan@netcom.com. 

Special orders are accepted at no extra 
charge. LDs, CDs and videos require a title, 
releasing company and product code. Mag- 



Mian from Caravan Kidd 


azines require a title, issue, date and pub¬ 
lishing company. Books require titles and pub¬ 
lishers. A 50 percent deposit is required on 
orders over $100. 

Fans can join the Books Nippan discount 


club for 20 percent off of anime-related mer¬ 
chandise. $12 covers the one-year mem¬ 



bership card and catalog. 

Books Nippan plans on adding other 

LDi, LDt, V (translated and imported), CD, 
B, M; Accepts: MC, V, MO (mail order only 

Thanks to all the Wizard Manga Scene 
readers who e-mailed me their thoughts. Keep 
the e-mail coming to akiyama@cris.com. 


Lea Hernandez has lettered and retouched 
tor of Japanese animation and manga for the 


pick of the tnontfr 


C unsmith Cats 

(Dark Horse) 

Another politically 
incorrect selection, Curl- 
smith Cats has two very off- 

violence and is guilelessly 
gun-happy. Set in a care¬ 
fully referenced Chicago, 
Gunsmith Cats centers 
around two female bounty 
hunters, Rally Vir 
gunsmith) and 



monthly, 10-issue, black- 
ning in June. Enjoy! 
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Enter the dimension where Velocity meets Sound. 

We re talking ANIME-the hottest animation Irom Japan-anti 
PIONEER'S got the titles that are hitting Japan like a Tsunami! 
Stylized visuals combine with hot action and masterfully 
produced soundtracks (CD quality on our Laserdisc editions!), 
making these titles the best in the business. 


I 




ARMITAGE III 


The year is 2046. The place is Mars — A world where people live among 
developed humanoid robots. And when there's trouble, the Martian PD calls 
out Ross Sylibus, a recently transferred button down cop from Chicago and 
his new partner, ARMITAGE, the irreverent f 9-year-old Martian born detective 


meets "Total Recall" in this gritty New Wave sci-fi thriller 


KISHIN CORPS 

If you're into Robots, this Retro-Sci-Fi 
series is what you've been waiting for! 
In 1941, a Manchurian train is boarded 
by the evil Kanto Army searching lor 
Dr. Takamura's black box module, but 
his young son, Taishi, escapes with it as mysterious Aliens descend 
from the sky, killing everything in their path. Just when Taishi is 
to save the day-this is Kishin Corps! 

The secret battle lines are drawn between the Kanto Army, The 
Aliens and the Nazis. Kishin Corps is the Earth's only hope. And 
this is just the beginning! 


WARNING: Pioneer takes no responsibility when you get hooked. 


All titles available on Laserdisc and VHS in Dubbed and Subtitled versions. 

Interested? Want to know more? Cut out this form and mail it in for your free issue of the "PAC 
America Newsletter." You'll be up to date on the up-to-the-minute happenings on the Anime scene. 
Send your name and address to: Pioneer Entertainment, (USA) L.P. 

Anime-10 


P.O. Box 22782 

Long Beach, California 90801 
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The original 
TMAN” FOREVER 
rd set enhanced 
silver etched foil! 


[Approxii 


y one in every 6 packs! 
;k at this summer’s 
-BATMAN™ FOREVER! 







Batman" and Bruce Wayne" are targeted for revenge by two formidable villains — 
Batman" by Two-Face " (former Gotham City District Attorney Harvey Dent") and Bruce 
Wayne' by The Riddler™ (Ed Nygma™, an inventor at Wayne Enterprises). As Batman"' 
fights Both these forces, he and Bruce Wayne" become entangled with a newcomer 
to Gotham City, Dr. Chase Meridian", a psychologist who specializes in dual 
personalities. Joining Batman " to bring back order to Gotham City is Robin'. 
Together, these two heroes fight crime with the aid of newly designed, 

* better-than-ever costumes and high-tech equipment! f 


Val Kilmer is BATMAN" • Tommy Lee Jones is TWO-FACE" 
Carrey is THE RIDDLER" • Nicole Kidman is DR. CHASE MERIDIAN" 
and Chris O’Donnell is ROBIN" 


Batman" Forever and Fleer make their trading 
card debut together in late May 1995. 
This Premiere Movie Art Edition features 
original art based on Warner Brothers’ 
Batman" Forever. These are the images of j 
Batman at the peak of his power, 
fury and brilliance. Images that have 
made him what he is today and 

what he will be ...forever. C 
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149 Wolverine vs! Lady X&ce " l!()0 
Fatal Attractions (Regular and |umbo Packs) 


Portraits (Regular, Anco 11/12-Card Packs) 
Full Set (9)..J45.00 
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nary people, until Mike unwittingly 
Ihs fosgotten superpower within him when he remembers a trigger word 
mplanted—dnct subsequently burled Sor) 8 years—in his consciousness. As p superhu¬ 
man looseon the world again, Mjraclemqnattracts the attention of JohnnyjJates, head 
-of Sunburst Cybernetics and former "sidekick" Kid-Miracieman. 

Intbalanced from thetfime of his'originakaeation, and power-hungryas a res^ltot being 
the sole superhurfian on the planet for tfie last 20 years, Bates sets out to destroy MTractfeman. 

e, &nd Miraclemjjn, the underdog, must stop him. The resulting bat- 
memorable ir|comics, drawn in horrifyingly beautiful detail by Garry 
.tsuui. |iuu uuii i even want to know what happens to the poor secretary who drops her 
:offee!) But be warned, the battle with Bates is just the beginning... 
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HERE'S A LISTING OF THE HOTTEST BOOKS, AS SELECTED 
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More than just Mighty. 
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Fleer Ultra -Mighty. 












vives that, Viz'll have to contend with a bunch of Satan worship¬ 
pers and cannibals who are making life quite unpleasant for Cali- 

Kevin VanHook and Mike Leeke. $2.50 

WildC.A.T.s #21 

IMAGE The WildC.A.T.s enter a strange new world, when 
famed writer Alan Moore jumps on board! The C.A.T.s turn into 
space cadets and head off for their home planet of Khera. Guest 
appearances by Rorshach an' Night Owl an' Miracleman an' 
Abby an'... By Alan Moore and Travis Charest. $2.50 

X#16 

DARK HORSE A mysterious woman from X's past shows up 
and starts telling some nasty little secrets about our resident nut¬ 
case. X tries to shut her up but good, but he's slightly distracted 

out for X's head! By Steven Grant and Javier Saltares. $2.50 

X- Files #6 

TOPPS COMICS "Firebird," Part 3 (of 3). Well, the U.S. mili¬ 
tary goofed (yeah, that's a real stretch), and now some alien crea- 

of New Mexico. The "inner government" runs to Scully and Mul¬ 
der to stop this thing. But of course, the "inners" have a back-up 
plan where they blame some other country like Iran or Iraq for the 
whole attack. Gosh, what a neighborly country we are! Let's 
bomb Greenland! By Stefan Petrucha and Charles Adlard. $2.95 

X-IVIen Books 

MARVEL “Nothing stops the Juggernaut!" Nothing, that is, 
except for some villain named Onslaught, who's got Juggy on the 
run in Uncanny X-Men #323. Also, the new Morlocks have gone 
batty, and they're running around slaughtering people left and 
right! Over in X-Men #43, Colossus puts his foot down (ow!) and 
decides what to do with Magneto. (Well, at least he didn't put his 

spending a little time together. Don't worry, it's probably just 
some silly ploy to make Gambit jealous. $1.95 EACH 


Tyrant #5 

SPIDERBABY GRAFIX It's big friggin' dinosaurs that go 

thing more? This issue, momma T-Rex spends the day guarding 
her new li'l babies (Yeah, try to find a babysitter for those little 

This frenzied tale is brought to you by writer-artist Stephen Bis- 
sette, who says, "With issue #6, we start the second day. 

[Laughs] I'm really gonna be taking a very leisurely pace with 

cover the tale of the nest and what happens to Tyrant and his sib¬ 
lings. That will end at the point where they actually leave the nest 













B TRI-STATE COMICS IS YOUR SOURCE FOR: 

ACCLAIM! DC! IMAGE! MARVEL! MALIBU! 
- New and Back issues! Non-Sports Cards! 
PROGARD comic storage supplies! 

MAGIC. STAR TREK & other gaming products! 

TSC SUB-CLUB Monthly Subscription Service! 

phone or fax 302-529-7422 


FOR FREE CATALOG SEND A CARD s STAMP WITH THE FOLLOWING: 
NAME, STREET ADDRESS (NO PO BOXES), 

CITY,STATE, ZIP, PHONE OR FAX NUMBER. 

INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOME 


TRI-STATE COMICS, INC. 

2311 ANDY’S LN WILMINGTON, DE 19810 
PHONE OR FAX 302-529-7422 


TRI-STATE 
COMIC CON 
JUNE 11, 1995 

WILMINGTON DELAWARE 


RTE 202 NEXT TO 
CONCORD MALL 

GUEST 

SCOTT HANNA 

"XMEN OMEGA ” 
"XMEN CHRONICLES" 

“BATMAN FOREVER" 
“DETECTIVE COMICS" 
OTHER GUESTS TBA 
11 AM TO 4 PM 
CALL 302-529-7422 FOR 
DEALER INFO 




















Heavy Metal! 

Hey, wanna win the only cards on the planet that you could defend yourself 


with if somebody jumped you in an alleyway? (But we don't suggest that you try 



ifciiil Ttee ,i| JS- 

One lucky winner brings home the bacon with a full set of Fleer Marvel Metal 
cards, plus an uncut sheet of limited-edition Metal Blasters chase cards! 

Four people who are lucky enough to win something more than the third prize (read: nothing), but 
aren't quite lucky enough to score the big, honkin' Grand Prize, walk away with an uncut sheet 
of those cool, limited-edition Metal Blasters chase cards! 













So who do you slip a five-spot to so that you can win? Nobody. That's only 
how we work on the price guide. (Just kidding.] What you gotta do here is 
go on a mini-metal scavenger hunt, dig up the list of 10 items below, and 


mail it all off to the address that's somewhere on this page. 



Official Mini-Metal 
Scavenger Hunt List 

•Paper clip 
•Key 

•A set of 10 staples 
•Screw, nut, or a bolt 
•Small ball bearing 
•Back of an earring 
•Bobby pin 
•Soda can tab 
•Zipper 

•Grommet (that metal 
shoelace hole thingie) 


So, after you've looted all the 
junk drawers in your house, 
put all that crap in an enve- 


the official Mini-Metal 
Scavenger Hunt coupon 
below, and mail it off to: 


Fleer Metal Hunt Contest 

c/o Wizard Press 
PO Box 118 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 

Once we receive your entry, we'll 


Magneto and Polaris will randomly 
select the winners from the pile! Only 
those entries with all 10 of the listed 
items enclosed will be eligible, y'know-so 


This contest expires August 31,1995, so move it or lose it! 


LEGAL LETTERS ASSEMBLED IN A 
MANNER THAT CREATES AN IMMENSE 
BLOCK OF NIGH-UNREADABLE COPY 

1 hunt contest 


HAVE YOU ENCLOSED YOUR METAL PIECES WITH THIS FORM? 




















hill, but this month will be different. Them kooky 
WildStorm fellas kicked off the debut of the new, ongoing Gen 13 series by 
slapping no less than 13 different covers on that bad boy. Needless to say, 
they're all pretty hot. And we're taking a vacation. So enjoy the covers, 
and we'll be back next month with the regularly scheduled Top Ten. 
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1. Spawn #22 (Image) 

2. X-Men#34 (Marvel) 

3. Violator #1 (Image) 

4. Uncanny X-Men #314 (Marvel) 

5. Superman/Doomsday #3 (DC) 

6. Wolverine #83 (Marvell 

7. WildC.A.T.s #11 (Image) 

8. Batman #509 (DC) 

9. Adv. of Cydops & Phoenix #3 (Marvel) 

10. Superman: Die Man of Steel #35 (DC) 

24§l. 

1. Spawn #13 (Image) 

2. WildCAT.s Trilogy #1 (Image) 

3. ShadowHawk II #1 (Image) 

4. X-0 Manowar #0 (Valiant) 

5. StormWatch #0 (Image) 

6. Deathblow #2 (Image) 

7. X-Factor #92 (Marvel) 

8. Voungblood: Strike File #3 (Image) 

9. Brigade #2 (Image) 

10. Superman #79 (DC) 

eArs 


iyeA 

Jga.. 


1. Spawn #1 (Image) 

2. X-Men #10 (Marvel) 

3. Batman: Shadow of the Bat #1CE (DC) 

4. Uncanny X-Men #290 (Marvel) 

5. Infinity War #2 (Marvel) 

6. X-Farce#12 (Marvel) 

7. Spider-Man #24 (Marvel) 

8. Web of Spider-Man #90 (Marvel) 

9. Edipsa: The Darkness Within #1 (DC) 

10. Ghost Rider #27 (Marvel) 


for MAY... 
countdown of the most-ordered tides as 
sported by Diamond Comic Distributors, Inc. 

1. Spawn #32 (Image) 

2. X-Men #42 (Marvel) 

3. Uncanny X-Men #322 (Marvel) 

4. X-Men: Prime #1 (Marvel) 

5. Wolverine #91 (Marvel) 

6. Gen 13 #2 CE (Image) 

7. Generation X #5 (Marvel) 

8. Sovereign Seven #1 (DC) 

9. X-Force #44 (Marvel) 

10. X-Factor #112 (Marvel) 

11. Cable #21 (Marvel) 

12. Lady Death: Blw. Heaven 8 Hell #3 (Chaos!) 

13. Superman vs. Aliens #1 (Dark Horse/DC) 

14. Excalibur #87 (Marvel) 

15. Superman: Ihe Man of Tomorrow #1 (DC) 

16. WildC.A.T.s #20 CE (Image) 

17. WetWorks #8 CE (Image) 

18. Grifter #1 CE (Image) 

19. Action Comics #711 (DC) 

20. WildStorm Rising Part 1 CE (Image) 

21. Vialatar/Badrock #1 (Image) 

22. Batman Chronicles #1 (DC) 

23. Star Wars: Dark Empire II #6 (Dark Horse) 

24. Team 7: Objective Hell #1 CE (Image) 

25. Amazing Spider-Man #403 (Marvel) 

26. Superman #102 (DC) 

27. Spectacular Spider-Man #226 (Marvel) 

28. Batman #520 (DC) 

29. Spider-Man #60 (Marvel) 

30. Superman: The Man of Steel #46 (DC) 

31. Adventures of Superman #525 (DC) 

32. WildStorm Rising Part 10 CE (Image) 

33. X-Files #5 (Topps) 

34. Detective Comics#687 (DC) 

35. Web of Spider-Man #126 (Marvel) 

36. Avengelyne#l CE (Maximum) 

37. Weapon Zero #T-Minus-4 (Image) 

38. Cyberforce #14 (Image) 

39. Star Wars: River of Chaos #1 (D. Horse) 

40. Wonder Woman #100 CE (DC) 

41. Operation Knightstrike #1 (Image) 

42. Batman: Legends...Dark Knight #73 (DC) 

43. Batman: Shadow of the Bat #40 (DC) 

44. StormWatch #22 CE (Image) 

45. Backlash #8 CE (Image) 

46. Fallen Empires#) (Acclaim) 

47. Incredible Hulk #431 (Marvel) 

48. Azrael #6 (DC) 

49. Robin #18 (DC) 

50. Sandman #69 (DC) 


(CE=Collector's Edition) 


51. Green Lantern #64 (DC) 

52. Detective Comics Annual #8 (DC) 

53. Ripdaw #3 (Image) 

54. X-Men 2099 A.D. #22 (Marvel) 

55. Superman Annual #7 (DC) 

56. Deethblow#16CE (Image) 

57. Catwoman#22 (DC) 

58. Vengeance af Vampirella #14 (Harris) 

59. Batman: Legends...Dark Knight Annual #5 (DC) 

60. Venom: Carnage Unleashed #4 (Matvei) 

61. Ice Age—Magic: The Gathering #3 (Acclaim) 

62. Magic—The Shadow Mage #3 (Acclaim) 

63. Union #4 CE (Image) 

64. Fantastic Four #402 (Marvel) 

65. Wander Woman #99 (DC) 

66. Aliens vs. Predator: War#l (Dork Horse) 

67. Glory #3 (Image) 

68. Superboy #17 (DC) 

69. Catwoman Annual #2 (DC) 

70. Flash #103 (DC) 

71. Spider-Man Super Size Special #1 (Marvel) 

72. Savage Dragon #13 Larsen Version (Image) 

73. Spider-Man 2099 A.D. #33 (Marvel) 

74. WildStorm Sourcebook#! (Image) 

75. The Maxx #16 (Image) 

76. Code Nome: Stryke Force Zero (Image) 

77. Top Cow/Ball. Studios Swimsuit #1 (Image) 

78. ShadowHawk #18 (Image) 

79. Neil Gniman's Lady Justice #1 (TekncComix) 

80. Whet If? #75 (Marvel) 

81. Aliens/Pred.: Deadliest...Species #11 (D. Horse) 

82. Avengers #388 (Marvel) 

83. Beavis 8 Butt-Head#) 7 (Marvel) 

84. Silver Surfer #106 (Marvel) 

85. Fantastic Four: Atlantis Rising #2 (Marvel) 

86. Star Wars: Droids#2 (Dark Horse) 

87. Team Youngblood #18 (Image) 

88. Captain America #441 (Marvel) 

89. Aquaman #10 (DC) 

90. Loba #17 (DC) 

91. Daredevil #342 (Marvel) 

92. Knightmare #4 (Imnge) 

93. Ghost #2 (Dark Horse) 

94. Mickey Spillane's Mike Danger #1 (TeknoeComix) 

95. Iran Man #318 (Marvel) 

96. The Dragon: Blood 8 Guts #3 (Image) 

97. Aquaman Annual#! (DC) 

98. The Books of Magic #14 (DO 

99. Brigade #20 (Image) 

100. The Power of Shazam! #5 (DC) 
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Help Bart Save the World! 

Hey, man, wanna help out yer buddy Bart and win a shot at 
syringin' home some great Simpsons stuff, like an animation 
|il and some signed comics? Then read on, cause Wizard 
^Bongo Comics have one heckuva contest for you! 

Grand Prize 

One Grand Prize winner will walk off 
with a gen-u-ine animation tel 
from the Simpsons TV series! 

Second Prize iiowi^i 

Ten Grand Prize wannabes take home a set of the first six 
issues of the Bartman comic book series, signed by Simpsons 
creator Matt Groening himself! 
But to bn eligible to get any oi that stash, you gotta help 
up with an excuse so he can sbp outta class and 
Bartman (and save the world, of course). In fact, 
gotta whip up a whole Top Ten Excuses list, and if we 
judge your list to be the best (i.e., funniest], bam, you win. 

I're done putting that laugh-filled list together, fill 
iut the official Bartman entry form below, attach it to the 
back of your top ten list, and mail the whole thing off to: 

Bartman Top 10 Contest 
c/o Wizard Press 
PO Box 118 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 

This contest expires August 31,1995, and there's no excuse if you're late! 

r 1 

BARTMAN CONTEST 







DID YOU ATTACH YOUR TOP 10 LIST TO THIS FORM? 
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I have thought of a way to solve the polybagged comics problem. 
Brad Ingraham (issue #41) said to Ziploc them. Here’s an even better 
idea that would work. Step 1: Companies distribute comics, cards, etc. 
in separate boxes. Step 2: Comic owners place comics on racks. Step 
3: Comic owners place “goodies” behind the counter. Step 4: Fan buys 
book. Step 5: Owner says, “Here are your cards, posters, etc.” Step 6: 
Trend catches on. Problem solved. What do you personally think? 

Fayette^ leJ^C 

Great idea, Steven—but close to impossible in large-scale terms. First of 
all, most publishers believe that you have to hit buyers over their freebie- 
lovin’ heads with incentives, and also want to make absolutely sure each 
book’s incentive actually makes it into the hands of the book’s buyer, so 
polybagging the book—with the bonus inside and a note on the bag—does 
this job well. Also, in many stores, your process would fall apart at Step 
3. Retailers may try to sell the cards separately, without requiring the 
book’s purchase (Don’t assume that won’t happen!), or may not want to 
go through the trouble of storing and watching over stacks of cards for 20 
different comic promotions (retailers have more than enough to deal with 
already, believe me). Also, it’s much easier and cost-effective for a pub¬ 
lisher to use the ol’ polybook method; shipping the books and extras sep¬ 
arately, and insuring that retailers can both advertise and correctly 
implement the promotion from the moment the materials arrive in their 
stores, isn’t exactly cheap. Well, that’s what I think—sorry to blast your 
e a super plan. 


might be the next Bone or Cerebus. 

• Deflating titles (various publishers). Those of you who are still 
holding on to your Stephen Platt Moon Knights- #55-#57 

and #60— and your early Valiants, like X-O Manowar #l-#4, 
might wanttogjve 'em the ol' heave-ho soon, because the only activ- 

first published work. In Valiant's case, since its "Birthquake" relaunch, 
its books have yet to take off, sparking little interest in the company's 
back-issue market. DC's Loboj might b© joining this group soon, though 
He's still gof some market life left; we'JI let you know. 

MODERN AGE SELLERS (197©90) 

• Amazing Spider-Man (Marvel). The Clonerstory-starting 
#149-#151 went down again this month; it just ain't happening 
no more for these books. Many collectors out there scooped 'em up, 
thinking the Spider-Clone's Return and the resultant story ramifications 
would keep these books soaring, buti no dice; their time, has come and 
•gone. If you're one of those collectors, go find a buyer-fast. 

• Teen team books (various publishers). It's Slump City for - 

IJ)C's New Titans, and Marvel's New Mutants and New War¬ 
ranty A .' ‘ •' ' ' 


nic. If this is true. 


the polybag issue, I have one < 
comic out of its polybag, it is supposedly a “dan 
how “damaged” is the comic, and of wh 
comic is the “damaged” comic’s value? It might be good to print this let¬ 
ter, because I know many other collectors are wondering the same thing. 

Kevin Strick 
Mission Viejo, CA 
That’s an excellent, but tricky, question, and it’s where the whole polybag 
controversy lies. Half the collecting world views a carefully opened (along 
the top) polybook as “undamaged,” and the other half says opening up 
the bag is as damaging as pouring grape juice on it, but how far this brings 


Can you tell me why publishers polybag their comics? Because it 
really sucks if the story inside is cool, but because of some stupid 
promo card, it’s worth more bagged and you don’t want to damage it. 

Mike Saavedra 
Keyport, NJ 

There’s a simple answer, Mike, as I told Steven: to make sure those bonus 
cards, POGs, holographic roach traps, etc., stay connected to the comic. 
In Wizards case, polybagging is a necessary “evil,” with all the inserts 
we toss into each issue (and, as you might’ve noticed, we now feature 
the cover blurbs on the bag, to keep the killer cover art clear). And then 



reprinted in X-Men Classic 
#105 for those of you! low 
on-funds), and #221 (the 
first app of Mr. Sinister, a major fimeflipplayer), as well as the debut story 
of Mystique/ another timeflipper, in Ms. Marvel #16-# 18. And then 
there're the early Sandman issues, which we predict will stay strong for 
a long while after the title's end in half a year. It's a great time to hop on 
these market "elevators," while they're going straight up! 

POPULAR SILVER AGE BOOKS (1955 70) 

• Amazing Fantasy #15 (Maijvel). Spider-Man's first appear- 

ued strong demand for the quintessential Silver Age comic. 

• Amazing Spider-Man (Marvel). Most issues before #100 

little to do with this 1 . Issue #1, the second part of the origin story from 
AF #15, moved up to $15,000 this month. 

• Batman (DC). The whole SA series of Batman is heating up, 
but one of the most noteworthy is issue #171, with the first Silver Age 
appearance of the Riddler, Jim Carrey's upcoming portrayal of the 
enigmatic villain in Batman Forever is sure to be a hit, driving some 
collectors to sweep up the character's debut. Its Price Guide value 
moved up to $275 this month. Another hot Bat-issue is #181, which 
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lerican Artform... 



Friday, June 30 

10 am — 6 pm — Dealer's room & programming 
•Spend the evening at the Stan Lee 
Awards Banquet! 

Saturday, July 1 

10 am — 6 pm — Dealer's room & programming 
•CBC Fan Awards begin at 6:00 pm 
•Extended all-ages programming after hours! 
•24-hour security 
•24-hour shuttle to all hotels 

Sunday, July 2 

10 am — 5 pm — Dealer's room & programming 
•Special autographing sessions during the day! 


Rosemont Convention Center * 5555 N. River Road * Rosemont, IL 


Guest Of Honor 

Peter David 


Special Guests 

Stan Lee 
Jeff Smith 


Other confirmed guests include: 


* Cary Amaro 

* Chris Aubry 

* Jim Balent 

* Mike Baron 

* Terry Beatty 


* Pam Bliss 

* Patrick Block 

* Kurt Busiek 

* Chris Claremont 

* Max Collins 


Michael Davis 
Rob Davis 
Colleen Doran 
Dave Dorman 

Matt Feazell 
Phil & Kaja Foglio 
James Fry 
Ken Gale 
Ron Carney 
Jackson Cuice 
Michael Gilbert 


* Mike Gold 

* Lurene Haines 

* Marc Hempel 

* Greg Hyland 

* Bob Ingersoll 

* Tony Isabella 

* Wendi Lee 

* Vince Locke 

* David Mack 

* Mike Manley 

* Rags Morales 



* William Tucci 

* Mercy Van Vlack 

* Neil Vokes 

* Mark Waid 

* Larry Well 

* Mark Wheatley 

* Al Williamson 

* Mike Worley 

* Bernie Wrightson 

* Kim Yale 

* MORE TO 

* COME! 


_ 


Special programming will include: 


CBG Fan Awards 

Saturday, July 1 
6:00 pm 


Sanctioned Magic the Gathering™ 
& Star Trek™ tournaments! 

Call (708) 852-2514 to register! 


FANS: Don't waste time standing in line...order your tickets now! 


$30 for 3-day ticket • $12 for 1-day ticket Call (708) 852-2514 for ordering information! 

For up-to-the-minute information call the Comicon Hotline at: (312) 743-4493 


...All-American Fun! 




















to issue #234. TV 
SA appearance 
ne really cool Nea 


(May 1962) ;us> sold |oVt3,700irNeaf- 
Mint condition, according to Wizard VIP Keith 
' Krontarino of Atlanta, Geo-gia. This sale illus¬ 
trates that when real y h : g-grade copies of 
key pooks turn up, they sometimes sell; for 

higher than price guide value. _ 

• Superboy (DC). Early issues ofithis" 
- .original^ries hcvo^newi scorching hot 


THE GOLDEN AGE MARKET 0938-54) 

• Whiz #2 (DC). This month's new world 
record: $176,000 for Whiz #2 from the 
famous Mik High collecftdrrSteve Geppi, 


issue last month, reported in issue #46's MW, 
for $137,500. Pacific Comics Exchange Pres- 

P * Batman #1 (DC). More big bucks 
sales are happening here' as Pacific Comics 
Exchange's Roter reports that the high grade 

vote collector for $44,OOo" 

I—choices: you Jan write to Market Watch- 

ard Senior Price Guide Editor Jon Warren! 
Send any questions, comments or sugges- 

JonRWarren@aol.com Hope to hear 

Marc Wilkofsky predicted the Adam Ant come- 
Gary Glitter's. 



Firestorm #61A (left) is an early example 
of a variant cover. 


The Wizard Price Guide (in ish #41) has Fury of Firestorm #61A at $60.00. Can you tell me 
if the following is in fact that comic? 

My issue #61 has the title Firestorm, The Nuclear Man, and not Fury of Firestorm as your 
price guide says. But, on the first page, it does say Fury of Firestorm. So what’s up? Is my book 
worth $1.25 or $60.00? Is it the test logo edition? 


Thar 


Eric 


Silver Spring, MD 

First of all, the copy on the left, with Superman bursting out of the “Superman Comics” circle In the 
comer, is the A-hook. In 1987, DC released—mostly in the Seattle, Wash, area—1,000 of these, as 
well as 1,000 copies ot a “variant” edition ol Justice League #3, to see it a browser’s eye would latch 
onto the popular hero’s image. It didn't work. Secondly, issue #61 is part ot the John Ostrander-writ¬ 
ten Fury of Firestorm series (which changed tn Firestorm the Nuclear Man and a then-snappy logo 
with #651, oven though the cover logo on the regular edition doesn't have the “Fury of" part. Finally, 
if anyone has this type of question in the future, please send a picture, so i can know whether to con¬ 
gratulate you or send you a box of tissues. Sorry, Eric. It looks like the latter applies to you. 


1 am thinking about im 
this be a good choice? Are tf 
to make a mistake. Could y( 


ome money in Vampirella and Lady Death cor 
: help me? I would appreciate it. 


So you want to pour some cash into a couple of hot women. Josh. Well, if you were to pick any Bad 
Girl titles to invest in, these would he two of the few I’d suggest you strongly consider. These origi¬ 
nal BG trendsetters are still riding this market wave pretty solidly, and won't drown when that par¬ 
ticular wave crashes (and it eventually will—as they say, too much of a good thing...except for MTV 
Unglugged). When that happens, you can expect, at the veiy least, a leveling off of values for these 
antiheroines' books and most others. Now, that doesn't mean the other publishers don't have solid 
offerings; several BG books out there, like Shi and Razor, have enough quality and consistency to prob¬ 
ably survive this trend’s imminent Black Monday. So none of you other pub's get riled up, you hear? 

Well, that's all for this month. See ya, see ya. Hope you had a good, good time. So longl 


Hey, Market Watchers! Send your letters to; 

MARKET WATCHERS 
c/o Wizard Press 
151 Wells Ave. 

Congers, NY 10920-2064 


—Marc Wilkofsky 
Feelin’ Groovy 











T rn p 11 Sign me up for 12 awesome 
V H \ 11 issues of Wizard™ for only 
1 LU. * $29.95! I want to save 45% 
and have my favorite comic magazine sent 
straight to me! 


O Visa O MasterCard O Discover 




EXPIRATION I 


Wizard Press 
PO Box 656 

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598-0656 


Wizard: the guide to comics 


EXCLUSIVE NEWS: IF THERE'S SOMETHING 
GOING DOWN IN THE COMIC BOOK 
WORLD, YOU'LL READ ABOUT IT IN AN 
ISSUE OF Wizard . 

HOT PICKS & RECOMMENDED READS: 

KNOW EVERYTHING THERE IS TO 
KNOW ABOUTTHIS MONTH'S COMICS. 

* ARTICLES: NO ONE KNOWS THE INS- 

AND-OUTS OF COMIC BOOKS LIKE 
Wizard DOES. 

• INTERVIEWS: HEAR WHAT THE BIG 

NAMES HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THEIR 
UPCOMING PROJECTS. 

PRICES: THE Wizard' PRICE GUIDE 

NETWORK IS HUNDREDS OF DEALERS 
STRONG AND GROWING, PROVIDING 
YOU WITH THE MOST ACCURATE COMIC 
BOOK AND NON-SPORTS TRADING 
CARD PRICE GUIDES AVAILABLE. 
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WE SPEAK 
THE LANGUAGE! 

WIZARD 

r THE GUIDE TO COMICS 



The WildC.A.T.S toys are, in a word, cool. So cool, in fact, that 
some are kinda hard to get your hands on. That's where Wiz¬ 
ard and Playmates come in,- just follow along and let us get 'em 



Grand Prize 

Two megalucky winners each take the cake with 
i full set of Playmates' WildC.A.T.S action figure 
line, featuring the 5" Spartan, Maul, Zealot, 
Warblade, Helspont, Grifter and Daemonite, as 
well as a Special Collector's Edition WildC.A.T.S 
comic from the 1995 Toy Fair, signed by the 
'C.A.T.S creator Jim Lee! 
Second Prize (Two winners) 
Two winners will walk off with a Playmates 5" 
WildC.A.T.S figure and the 1995 Toy Fair 
collector's edition issue, signed by Jim Lee! 

And the only thing you gotta do to win that 
I out the official WildC.A.T.S entry 
coupon below, and mail it afi to the address down 
e one o! the four random winners 
we pick, whamme, you win da Motts! 

Playmates' WildC.A.T.S Contest 
c/o Wizard Press 
PO Box 118 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 

This contest expires August 31,1995, 
so get off your arse and get movin'! 












WELCOME TO THE 



Price Guide 
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3 traitor among L.. .. 

COtSsH ^NES(^993-cu^ 
•• 

HC (1000) rep DHP,Aliens, 

Aliens (2nd) .Earth War.99.95 

EARTH WAR (1990) 


GENOCIDE (1991-19' 

1 JAr DWi/MRi alien civil war. 

2 jAr DW, MR, . 

34 |Ar DWi/MRi 

HIVE (1992) 

1 KjojPr synthetic alien. 


2-3 KPljWo ..2.50 

4 KPI |Wo killer revealed.2.50 

MONDO PEST (1995) 

1-shot reprints DARK HORSE COMICS 

aScOF THE SPEARSJi994) 
1 composer captures Alien sounds....2.50 


Mozar ^ OTnan ^...—...^ 50 
ROGUE (1993) 

4 WSmIEd. 2 30 

PB re p n nt^#j^4jNekon w .14.95 

Plo PMi PF,one-shot.4.95 

STRONGHOLD (1994-current) 
•3 DMnjAr.2 30 




































56 )Ro SLe 1:Captain George 
^ Stac^.Dr .Octopus. 

59 ]ro SLe Kingpin. 

60 |Ro SLe Kingpin 

61 |Ro SLe Kingpin 


|Ro CCy Dr. Octopus.25.C 

re-does story from Spectacular 

redoes Spect. l3ag. #1.25.( 

rc-does Spat Matj. #1 .25.( 
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SHO S CONV Nil NS 


These listings are as accurate as we can get 'em, but Wizard always recommends phoning ahead before you attend an event—show infor¬ 
mation sometimes changes after we go to press. With that in mind, it's time for all you comic-hungry hordes to go conventioneering! 



JUNE 4 & 18, JULY 2 & 16, 


Valley's Largest Comic Book Sc Sports Card Monthly 

encTCenter, 16201° Sherman Way (1/2 milewest 
of 405 Frwy.-Exit Sherman Way West), 90 tables 
@ $40-$50 each, $1 admission (free with this ad), 
10am-4pm. Contact: EB's Sportscard Sc Comic Book 
Shows-Eric Beckerman @ 310-478-9818. 


JUNE 10, SAN FRANCISCO 

San Francisco Sports Card Sc Comic Book Show, 

Jang @^IS-sKo^r 1301 ^ ^ ^ Dam °° 

JUNE 11 & JULY 9, LOS ANGELES 

LA's Biggest Card Sc Comic Show, LA Airport Marina 
Hotel, 8601 Lincoln Blvd. at Manchester (3 miles West 
of 405 Frwy.-Exit Manchester), 100 tables @ $40-550 
each, $1 admission (free with this ad), 10am-4pm. Con¬ 
tact: Eric Beckerman @ 310478-9818. 

JUNE 11, SAN MATEO 

San Mateo Sports Card Sc Comic Book Show, Dynfey 
Hotel, 1770 South Amphlett Blvd., (Hwy. 92 @ Hwy. 
101) 35 tables @ $50 each, $2 admission, 10am4pm. 
Contact: Al Jang or Damon Jang @ 415-386-9036. 



JUNE 11, CHICAGO 

Comic Book Convention, Hyatt Regency Wood- 
field, 1800 East Golf Rd., off Rt. 53 North, 50 tables, 
$60 each, $3.25 admission, 10am-4pm. Guests: 

tions @ SK^8-788-6845 3Ct C0 ° Ve ° 

JUNE 30-JULY 2, ROSEMONT 

Chicago Comicon—20th Anniversary Celebration, 

dealer tables, Admission: $U00per day or $30.00 for 
all three days, Fri. Sc Sat. 10am-6pm (evening events, 


also), Sunday 10am-5pm. Guests: Peter David (Guest 
of Honor), Jeff Smith (Special Guest), Stan Lee (Spe¬ 
cial Guest), Alex Ross, Phil and Kaja Foglio, Rick Parker, 

Larry Welz, Jim Balent, Kurt Busiek, Max Collins, Neil 
Vokes, Brinke Stevens, Colleen Doran, Steven Hughes, 
Brian Pulido, Marc Hempel, Don Simpson, Bart Sears, 
James Owen, Joe Quesada, Jimmy Palmiotti, J. Michael 




JUNE 18, GAITHERSBURG 

Montgomery Village Ave., 65 tables# $65 each, $2 


, 11 am4pm. Magic cards, toys, PO 
and thousands of half-price and hard-to-find comics, 

@617-596-3336. 

JUNE 11, BOSTON 


tern C 

JUNE 18, NATICK 


East, across from the Natick Mall, tables available, 
$2 admission, 11am4pm. Magic cards, toys, POGs 
and thousands of half-price and hard-to-find comics, 


JUNE 25, ROCKLAND 

BIG CAT Productions Monthly Comic, Toy and 
Non-Sport Card Show, Ramada Inn, Exit 14, Rt. 
228, off of Rt. 3 south of Boston, tables available, 
$2 admission, 11am4pm. Magic cards, toys, orig¬ 
inal art, POGs and thousands of half-price and 
hard-to-find comics, free credit raffles and gifts. 
Contact: Larry Harrison @ 617-596-3336. 

JULY 30, BOSTON 

Comic Book Convention, 57 Park Plaza Hotel (Howard 
Johnson), 200 Stuart St, 70 tables, $75each, $3admis- 


sion, 10am-5pm. Guests: James Fry (Shadowhawk, from 
Image), and more TBA. Giveaways. Contact Great East¬ 
ern Conventions @ 908-788-6845. 


JUNE 11, NASHUA 

BIG CAT Productions Monthly Comic, Toy and Non- 
Sport Card Show, Holiday Inn, Exit 4 off Rt. 3, tables 

to-find comics, free credit raffles and gifts. Contact: 
Larry Harrison @ 617-596-3336. 
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non-sports cards and collectibles in New York City! 
Contact Max Gottfried @ 718-441 -9868. 


JUNE 11, CHARLOTTE 

Inn-Airport Central, 515 Clanton Rd. (Exit 7 off I- 
77), 34 tables @ $50 each, $2 admission, 10am- 
5pm. Star Wars toys, too. Call Mark Merrill for guest 

JUNE 24, GREENSBORO 

Comic Book, Trading Card & Toy Show, Howard 
Johnson Plaza, Gilford College Rd. (Exit 213 off I- 
40), 35 tables @ $50 each, $2 admission, 10am- 
5pm. Star Wars toys, too. Call Mark Merrill for guest 

JUNE 25, DURHAM 

Collectible Dreams Promotion, The Searle Center at 
Duke University (off Research Drive), 36 tables @ $65 

Com?a)^o^c/su^Furman t @9^9-876-2946! Ve 

JUNE 25, RALEIGH 

Comic Book, Trading Card & Toy Show, Days Inn- 
24 tables 8 @ ^50^ch,^ $2'admission,^ foam-tpm! 
updates and more information @ 704-787-3911. 


JUNE 25, ST. CLAIRSVILLE 

Ohio Valley Comic Con, Days Inn, 1-70 at Exit 220, 

[effHarper ©^iT-^W-eOSe. 1 


JULY 9, COLUMBUS 

Buckeye Comic Con, Holiday Inn West, 1-270 at Exit 


Ken Lashley (artist of Excalibur and X-Calibre ), Joe 
Phillips (artist of Silver Surfer #100, WildCAT.s Adven¬ 
tures, Marvel & DC cards), Karl Story (artist of Legion- 

Predator —1 st series, Star Trek: Debt of Honor Graphic 
Novel). Contact: Jeff Harper @ 216-499-6056. 


JUNE 25, PORTLAND 


Howard Chaykin (artist/writer of FuryofS.HlE.LD 
and Power and Glory), Len Wein (writer for Gunfire 
and EXO-Squad), Ernie Chan (artist for Conan and 
Savage Sword of Conan), Karl Kesel (artist on Super- 

Snoddy (artist on Bar Sinister and Magic cards), 
p/re/faKontecti Second S Genesis*® 503-788-1031. 


JUNE 4, CHADDS FORD 

Comic Book Marketplace, Ramada Inn, 1110 Baltimore 
Pike, at Rt 1 & 202,30 tables @ $55 each, $3 admis- 


Spider-Man), Greg LaRocque ( . . 

Comics' Out of fawners), and Dan Parsons ( Aetos the 
Eagle and Out of fawners). Plus $100.00 in Show Cash 



JUNE 4, HOUSTON 

omic Convention, Marriott Greenspoint, 255 
North Sam Houston Pkwy. East, 50 tables @ $70 each, 
‘ J - ! - ! on, 10am-5pm. Door prize drawings every 



@713-293-8676. 

JUNE 10, BEAUMONT 


JUNE 11, AUSTIN 





JUNE 11, HOUSTON 

Card & Comic Convention, Marriott Westside, 13210 
Katy Frwy., 1-10 West" “ .. •' - 



with this ad! Call 713-782-2273 for ma 

JUNE 18, HOUSTON 

Card & Comic Convention, Holiday Inn, 1-10 & Sil- 
ber, 7611 Katy Frwy, 1-10 West Exit Silber, 50 tables 
@ $65 each, $2 admission, 10am-5pm. Door prize 



s, free pack of cor 
Mark Wavinka S @ 7i a 3-293 a -8676. 


@ $60 until June 5, $85 thereafter, $3.50 admission, 
children under 12 $1,10am-5pm. Major Collectibles 
' 1 Magic: fhe Gathering Tournament, 



JULY 22, GALVESTON 



>m Morey @804-624-0657. 

JULY 9, TYSONS CORNER 

101 te^u^gPike^Fa^ @ $65 

ch, $2 admission, 10am-4pm. Contact: Jeff Rocen 
Capital Associates @ 703-503-5834. ^ 


If you'd like to use Wizard's magic to help 
advertise your comic book event, call Karen 
Evoraat (914)268-3907. 
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Business fls Unusual 


by Todd McFarlane 


H lot of people may not know this, 
but when I was putting myself 
through college, I worked at a cou¬ 
ple of comic book shops. I worked 
in them because a) I was enam¬ 
ored with comics and wanted to be 
around them as much as I could, and b) 
because I traded my services for comics. 
When I worked, I felt I should be as help¬ 
ful as possible, answering customers' 
questions and pointing them towards the 
books they wanted. 



tomer out of buying something. Instead, 
they'll almost go to the extent of lying just 

For instance, how many times have 
you guys out there gone to the women's 
department in a department store with 
your wife (or girlfriend or mom) so that 
she can try something on, and the sales 
clerk—trying to get some commission— 
lys it looks great on 
5r, even though it 
ight be too tight or is 


employees will at least 
point you in the direc- 

want to buy. 

But comic stores 
today seem to be an 
entirely different beast. 
As I grew to become a 
professional, I thought 
that some of the busi- 

owners and employees 
to sell comic books 
were rather odd. Stores 
order comics to place 
on their shelves, and 
when customers come 

store personnel almost 
seem to talk certain fans 
out of buying what they 


really want. And it makes me wonder 
why that is. After all, why would own¬ 
ers turn down a sale, especially in these 
trying times? 

So instead of inquiring to retailers 
about these things I've been hearing 
about, I figured I'd ask you, the reader. 
It seems unfair that all of these seem¬ 
ingly bad things hit you the hardest. So 
what I'd like to do is have another con¬ 
test of sorts. I want you to tell me why 
your store owner is the best person in 
the country. I don't want you to just 
say, "They're a great person 'cause 
they sell me my comics." I want you 
to give me a detailed explanation of 
why you keep going back to this comic 
store. Maybe you were forced to stop 
going to another store because of var¬ 
ious reasons (the owner screwed you 
over, made fun of you, called you a 

your local comic shop actually treat 
you with respect. Whatever. Just let 

I want you to write to me in care of 
my Spawn letters page: 

The Spawning Ground 
P.O. Box 25468 
Anaheim, CA 92825 
The ones I like the most will win free 
Spawn toys and signed comics. I'll print 
the best stories here in a couple of months. 
So get crackin'l And I'll see you 


IVmVOHf'S E 01 opinions 
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"A” EVIL HYPNOSIS PAYS OFF! 

When Copy Editor Andrew Kordon joined the mildewy Wizard staff in late July '94, few 
took his claims of getting his dog Muffin or ex-Twisted Sister lead singer Dee Snider into 
the pages of Wizard seriously. But slowly, after numerous subliminal messages beamed 
directly into the mind of Wizard Editor-in-Chief Pat McCallum, Muffin found his way into 
two issues of Wizard (#41 page 180 and #42 page 41), and Twisted Sister saw two 
write-ups as well (#43 page 210 and #45 page 203). And on Tuesday, April 4, the 
purpose behind Andrew's twisted machinations (ba-da-bump) was revealed, as the lovely 
Wizard receptionist Chandra Dunitz forwarded Andrew a calL.from Dee Snider! Yup, 10 
months of subversive name-dropping paid off, as Dee's son Jesse spotted the references 


So, Andrew, now that you've talked to Dee, 
what are you gonna do next? 


giving Dee and Jesse a tour of Wizard HQ. So what have we learned from Bullpen name- 

Gndy Crawford! Cindy Crawford! Cindy Crawford! Cindy Crawford! Cindy Crawford! 
Gndy Crawford! Gndy Crawford! Gndy Crawford! Gndy Crawford! Gndy Crawford! 


C2MZZHD 


As Price Guide Editor Bob Marshall's assistant, I'm responsible for 
setting up the comic and card surveys, and updating the price guides 
each month. I also help the research end of Wizard by organizing 
the library and preventing Bob from sucking everyone's blood. 


Magic Words and Bullpen. 

What have you learned from working on the price guides? 
The way books constantly increase and decrease in value is 
interesting; I can't believe how certain books go up. 

What superheroes have you 


What would your biography be called? 

Size Matters Not! 

What are your biggest problems in life? 


U2, Billy Joel, Stone Temple Pilots and Nirvai 


10. "Hitler was a Democrat!" worked into Marvel continuity. (Just 
like the Red Skull.) 

9. Cleavage tax. (Chaos! Comics goes bust.) 

8. Apply pressure to Daily Planet, get Clark Kent's liberal ass fired. 
”. Kingpin pardoned, given criminal empire back. 


4. Off that Frank Miller guy. 

3. Screw that whole Sentinel gig, just cancel all the X-boc 
That'll fix them dirty muties. 

2. Roxxon Oil given special tax breaks. 

1. Wizard now only has to have 11 Image covers a year. 



U2's Achtung Baby. 

Favorite Magic: The Gathering card? 

Atog! It's an awesome-looking card. 

Who would play you in a movie? 

Fred Savage or Elijah Wood. 

Person with whom you’d like to star in e 

Cindy Crawford—she could only kiss me throughout the film 


The Spectre and Impulse. 

Favorite comic book story of all time? 

"A Death in the Family," from Batman #426-#429. 

It really showed how even someone lik 
can go through a great deal of turmoil. 

Do you have any nicknames? 

Young Phil and Image Boy. 

What superpower would you want, and why? 

The ability of flight—it's an amazing power, and you can gr 
anywhere you want with it, without having to take a taxi. 

V INQUEST #3 

The finest guide to collectible card games plows into its 
third issue in June with a striking Charles Vess cover! It 
starts out with the definitive TSR interview, including a 
talk with Jim Ward, award-winning game designer-we'll 
find out what's happening in the gaming company's future 
and let you know! Plus, how valuable are your Magic cards, 
really? We put 'em to the test! We also turn the spotlight oi 
wizards, and cast Magic: The Movie-The Bad Buys\ We'll 
also give you a chance to win all the Bridge Crew cards 
from the Star Trek: The Next Generation game! Don't get 
caught playing without this issue! $3.50 
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Here's looking at. ..AMANDA CONNER 

by Ruth Morrison 
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THE FUSHrcTHE FLASH 

AQUAMANvs WONDER WOMAN 

BATMAN vsTHEFLASH 

WONDER WOMAN vs BATMAN 

SUPERMAN vs SUPERMAN 













